Joy In The Storm

Acts Chapter 27 talks about the Apostle Paul sailing from a port near Jerusalem on the Mediterranean Sea. Paul was on his way to Rome to appear before Caesar for a trial. As soon as they started sailing they were buffeted by the winds. The trip over water was approximately 800 miles. In a ship without a motor that is a long way. They were trying to land on the island of Crete but a northeaster came in and swept them south so they had no way to get to land. They were at the mercy of the storm.

Some of you right now are at the mercy of the storm. You may be thinking that there is no way out. You may be thinking that all is lost and it is just a matter of time till the Lord takes my life, the life of my loved one or friend. Acts 27:20 “we finally gave up all hope of being saved”.  The last thing you are thinking about is joy.  

.Acts 27:33-37 “Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. For the last fourteen days, he said, “You have been in constant suspense and have gone without food, you haven’t eaten anything. Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head. After he said this he gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat. They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves. Altogether there were 276 of us on board.”

In the midst of trials we seem to put ourselves in survival mode. If you want to lose twenty pounds go through a bad relationship or divorce or have a loved one in the hospital for an extended period of time. I have been there and what am I saying. I am saying that I was focusing on MY PAIN instead of being strong for those around me. I might even be feeling sorry for myself because someone dumped me!! The pain of rejection and fear can be overwhelming. It can be as overwhelming as being lost at sea in a storm.

What did Paul do? Paul prayed and GAVE THANKS. Now what type of person dos it takes to give thanks in the storms of life? I finally know the answer to one of my questions. We can never give thanks in the storms of life unless we have the supernatural power of Jesus living in us. That is the first step. The next step is that we need to stop quenching the power of the Holy Spirit and then LET God be God in our lives. Many Christian's are living a defeated life because they might believe in Jesus but they still don’t understand the power of the cross!! Jesus didn’t just come to give us just eternal life for all those who believe in Him. He came so we could also live and ABUNDANT LIFE. Paul knew the power of Jesus. He saw it first hand on the road to Damascus when he was blinded by Jesus until Jesus lifted the scales from his eyes. Jesus spoke to Paul and said that he must suffer for His name.

You see, Paul is not focusing on the storm; he is focusing on the goal. The goal is to win souls for Jesus, to be a voice in truth where truth is not found. To have joy when others are not eating and paralyzed in fear. If you and I are acting the same as those that are paralyzed then why would people want what we have? 

WE HAVE TO BE DIFFERENT. 

We need to show others that there is power, hope, love and joy in knowing Jesus and having the Holy Spirit in us. We cannot do this when we have fallen captive to this world. We can not do this when our possessions mean more than the souls of others; we cannot do that when OUR TIME is more important than stopping to help someone in need.

Let me talk about how we can stop this cycle. One day without joy is one day too many. One day without joy means Satan 1, Jesus 0. Let’s say you have 30 years left on this earth. That is about 10,000 days. Now when a day is gone IT IS GONE FOREVER. Trials are part of life and they will come. Some will come like a freight train and some will creep upon you BUT THEY WILL COME. Are you and I going to cower down when they come or are we going to face difficulties in the Power of the Holy Spirit. I don’t know about you but I have already given too many days over to Satan. I have robbed the joy from my family and friends when problems arise that I can’t overcome. BUT God is forgiving and can restore. He is supernatural, we are not without Him. 

THERE ARE NO PROBLEMS OR STORMS THAT JESUS CAN'T CONQUER. Again

THERE ARE NO PROBLEMS OR STORMS THAT JESUS CAN'T CONQUER.

James 1:2 “Consider it pure joy my brothers when you face trials of many kinds”. Storms will come and storms will go. If you hunker down in a storm and act like everyone else then YOU AND I HAVE BEEN AN INEFEECTIVE WITNES FOR JESUS, we have robbed the joy we could have given to others and we have given another day over to the evil one. I am tried of giving a day over to Satan. I am going to do everything in the power of Jesus to give all I have.

WHAT ABOUT YOU?

Yes we have a choice. We are in a battle and souls are at stake. We need to pray, read God’s word, have fellowship with other believers and pray again that the Lord would sustain is in his power. Let us look at the goal, heaven without suffering living in glory. Let us not look at our problems, let us look to Jesus for our strength, hope and deliverance.

Let us all go out today in the POWER of the cross and not ever cower again in the face of adversity.

Get Ready!!!!

Take care

Brad

