“Jealousy”
The dictionary describes jealous with an adjective:  

envious: feeling bitter and unhappy because of another’s advantages, possessions, or luck

Not being content with our own life can lead to feelings of jealousy. We look at our own life when we aren’t content and then start wishing we had what others had. 

Proverbs 27:4 “Anger is cruel and fury overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy.

Anger and fury are no match for jealousy. Jealousy can eat away at your inmost being. It can consume your every thought and make you a bitter person. In this life at one time or another we all experience the sin of jealousy. 

We may want

The job someone else has

The house  “

The money  “

The wife or husband  “

The constant in this is “What someone else has”.

Let me get back to the definition. “Feeling bitter and unhappy because of another’s advantage, possessions or luck.”  You may say, “I wish I had the money Bill Gates has”, “I wish I won the lottery like _________did”, I wish I_________________________.  So how do we get off this treadmill of envy? Let me give you a scenario which is true.

Let’s say someone is worth 30 billion. 

Let’s say another person has a beautiful home and 3 cars.

Let’s say another person has a beautiful wife and children.

And for the point of conversation lets say the only thing you have is your salvation. This means that you have asked Jesus into your life, acknowledged who is and what he has down and have turned your life over to him.

In this world it may seem like you don’t have much WORLDLY THINGS. But let me take you where we will ALL be going.

The minute we take our last breath we will all stand before God. It won’t matter if we had 5 cars or just a bicycle. It won’t matter if we were the president of the largest company in America or the janitor. It won’t matter if we had 10 children or we didn’t have any and it won’t matter what we had in our bank account. 

The key word in this is HAD!!

I like what someone once said “You have never seen a U haul behind a hearse”. Whoever you think now is the most important in the world or who you may be jealous with now will not matter. Why? Because all of us will be standing before God with NOTHING. The only thing that will matter after our life here on earth is; are you saved by Jesus Christ.? If you aren’t and you want to make that decision when you see God, IT WILL BE TOO LATE.

Instead of being jealous for other things or against other people feel sorrow and compassion for those who seem to have everything worldly but don’t know Jesus. Can you put aside your agenda, and your pride to look at people a different way? Can you stop trying to be a bigshot or trying to hang out with one? A bigshot is someone who thinks they or other people are more important than Jesus. Yikes, that’s frightening.

HAVING THINGS DOES NOT MAKE PEOPLE HAPPY. It just prolongs the inevitable. Without Jesus life WILL be miserable.

Start today buy looking at others with compassion no matter how good they have it and how bad you think you have it. Don’t get excited about hanging out or trying to feel important by knowing important people. Get to know the one who made people, Jesus. 

When our view of Jesus becomes more important than things, we will feel like a huge burden is lifted. Think about the eternal instead of the temporal. Ask Jesus today to help you in this matter of jealousy. Jesus can and will forgive and help you change your heart when you come to him with a repentant spirit.  

Live this life as if it were you last day. Make the most of every opportunity for the Lord.

Don’t worry; Jesus is on your side. What more could you want?

Have a great day.

Brad

