JUST ANOTHER DAY, OR IS IT?

Have you been in a rut where one day turns into a week and before you know it a month or a year has passed by? You look at your life and say “Where did it go and what have I done?” It is very easy to get into a rut. We wake up, get the kids off to school, go to work, come home, make dinner, do baths, read or watch TV and then off to bed to start another day. What can we do differently to make each day count? What can we do to make our life count?

Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.”

When you get you children ready for school, instead of going through the same routine, tell them about Jesus or pour the bowl of cereal with a smile. It is easy to get into a routine where we do things without a joyful spirit. A joyful spirit and a smile are contagious. So is a scowl and harsh words. So since we do work for the Lord and not for man how is this day any different? First of all we need to change our perspective of this day. The only way to do this is to start our day with prayer. Your prayer doesn’t need to be a thirty minute eloquent dissertation. Prayer is just speaking to God as you would a friend. But remember that even though we can speak to God because of what Jesus has done on the cross remember that God is God where NOTHING is impossible for Him.

So even though we may get a paycheck from ____________ our CEO is still the Lord. Why, because the Lord has put your boss in control of where you work. If you are the CEO you are there not by your crafty ways but because the Lord saw fit to put you there.  OK, so we go to work and how is our day different when we work for Jesus instead of man? First of all we can start by

1. Having a joyful attitude. (How many of you right now are just plain mad at the world or some of your coworkers. Remember today you are not working for them, your are working for Jesus) 
2. Forgive – Don’t hold grudges. Someone may be giving you a tough time at work but chances are they are under tremendous pressure from someone else. Even though they may be harsh with you cut them some slack. Remember, EVERYONE is perfect till you get to know them. We all have problems so have compassion not contempt. 
3. Teamwork – Jesus had twelve disciples and he tried to get them to work together. Even though they had a conversation on which one of them was the greatest they tried to work as a team. This should give us some comfort. Here were men working directly with Jesus and they still had pride issues. Don’t be hard on yourselves. 

4. Don’t dwell in the past – What’s done is DONE. Forget it and move on. Let Jesus be the leader and don’t try to rely on yourself to get things done. You can never keep all the balls in the air no matter how hard you try. Jesus not only knows the beginning and the end of each day, he created the world and everything in it. Don’t rely on your own understanding, call out to the Lord and He will give you the direction you need to go in and the attitude to do it in. 
5. Sense of Urgency – Don’t be complacent. Is this just another day OR IS IT YOUR LAST DAY. What would you do differently if you knew that the Lord was going to call you home today? You would probably make amends with those you had problems with. You would probably be a little nicer and less hurried at the breakfast table and your prayer life would certainly be more meaningful. How many of those who die never think that would be the day? Like a thief in the night so comes death. For the believer a great experience and a new beginning await. For the unbeliever who has NEVER asked the Lord into their life Hell awaits. If you haven’t done so make this more than just another day, call out to the Lord and you will be saved. 
6. Pray for ALL those around you, not just those who can help you. A lot of times we get caught up in only helping those that can help us. Let’s show compassion and spend time with those who have no bearing on our life and who cannot help us climb the corporate ladder. Jesus could have spent all his time with Kings but chose to live with the common man. How much more should we live by that example. 

To get out of the rut most of us are in we need to view this day differently. THIS IS NOT JUST ANOTHER DAY, this is the first day that you can make a difference or this may be the last day God has allowed you here on this earth. Don’t be complacent in ANYTHING you do. Do everything to the best of the abilities that the Lord has given you, even if it is getting a glass of water for a co worker. You are God’s disciples, each and everyone of you. Lets start today by going out into the world and showing the love of the Lord, not the jealousy and pridefullness of Satan. Remember, God is in control and His will Will be done. Don’t fret but give of your time and your heart to others. When Jesus was on the cross he could have called his angels to rescue him but we would have never had the chance to be saved. Instead of calling for help Jesus didn't think of himself but told God in Luke 23:34 "Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing”. Can you forgive others today because in the whole scheme of things, they don’t know what they are doing either. Love the Lord with all your soul and strength and the rest will fall into place. This IS the day the Lord has made, rejoice and be glad in it.

Take Care

Brad

