JESUS WILL SAVE ME, OR WILL HE?

John the Baptist came before Jesus to preach repentance. John could not baptize with the Holy Spirit, only Jesus could but John prepared the way for Jesus. The book of Isaiah in the Old Testament talks about the coming of John the Baptist. Here is the problem. John was seemingly doing everything right. He lived in the desert, ate locusts and wild honey for food and spent his life preparing the way for Jesus. His path was a narrow one as Jesus calls us to follow the narrow way. 

Now comes some corporate politics. Herod who was King married his brother’s wife Herodias. John told Herod straight out that this was unlawful. On Herod's birthday Herodias's daughter danced before Herod and danced so well that Herod promised an oath to give her whatever she asked. She went to her mother Herodias and asked her what she should request and Herodias said that she wanted John the Baptist’s head on a platter. King Herod couldn’t go back on his word so King Herod had John beheaded.

John the Baptist was serving God, living a Godly life, speaking the truth, living right and what did he get? Beheaded! What does that say for you and I. You see, service for the kingdom of God does not come without trials even death. Sometimes we fall into the trap that if we are kind to others, teach Sunday school, give to the poor and do good works that God will be easier on us than the non believer. This is not true. When we lose perspective that heaven is NOT a far greater place than living here on earth we will be shocked and surprised with the trials here on earth. Heaven should be where we want to go NOW if that is the Lords will. What was John the Baptist thinking in prison? Without an eternal perspective I would be thinking OK I just baptized Jesus, I know he has power so I’m sure he will get me out of here. Even when the sword was at my neck I would be thinking OK Lord help me out here. I know you are performing miracles all over the place surely you can save me.

The key word here is save. If you have accpeted Jesus as your Savior and Lord then you are saved. Not saved by an earthly death BECAUSE WE ALL HAVE TO DIE. We are saved from hell and will live for eternity in heaven. Once you are saved for eternity what do you have to worry about? When you get to heaven you may think “Lord why did you keep me down there so long?” 

We go to health clubs, some of us do cosmetic surgery, liposuction, and all sorts of treatments in trying to prolong out lives. Let me tell you this. 

THE MINUTE YOU WERE BORN GOD HAS ALREADY DETERMINED WHEN YOU WILL LEAVE THIS EARTH.

Working out can increase our quality of life but not our quantity. If you are in a trial waiting for the other foot to drop and fretting rejoice, YES REJOICE if you are saved. Paul was in chains and singing. This life is not fair when we look at it with a worldly perspective. When we look at it with an eternal perspective nothing will compare to the glorious times we will experience in heaven. If you have had a rough life, lost a child, a parent and spouse remember that God DOES NOT make mistakes and he is not out to get you. Satan would like you to think that, but God works all things out for those who love him according to his will. If you are on deaths door and are waiting for a miracle remember that if you have accepted Jesus as Savior then you have already experienced a miracle and WILL NEVER DIE. Oh, you will experience a part of life where you get rid of the tent you have been living in and substitute it for a new improved version BUT YOU WILL NOT DIE. 

Our focus here on earth should be to share the gospel with as many people as we know. The bible says the time is short and the workers are few. Jesus could come back tomorrow, are you ready? Will Jesus save me? Of course he will if before he comes back you have asked him into your life and asked him to be Savior and Lord of your life. Jesus is the King, Savior, redeemer, counselor and all you and I will ever need. This New Year throw off all that stuff that is slowing you down and focus on Jesus, the giver and sustainer of eternal life.

Have a great day.

Brad
