“Is It Me Or God?”

Success comes in many different forms. It can come in winning a Winston Cup Championship, getting a promotion or that big raise, it can be raising a good family or it may come in possessions. Each of us has our own view of success. 
 

IN ORDER FOR US TO HAVE A HEALTHY PERSPECTIVE ON SUCCESS, WE HAVE TO KNOW HOW WE GOT IT.
 

Deuteronomy 8:17,18  "You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth..."
 

As humans it is so easy to take credit for our accomplishments. I can attest to the fact that I can do NOTHING GOOD unless it is from the Lord. My past tells the truth. I did everything wrong and for all the wrong reasons. Fortunately God loved me enough to spare me from Hell and to give me salvation. I have the SAME abilities now as I did 15 years ago. If I had been successful in the world’s eyes 15 years ago there is a good chance I would have been dead by now. A lot of you know me only by the devotional I send out each week and a number of you ask me for advice in the Christian Faith. My life used to be a huge mess. It was chaotic and out of control. If I give you advise now I know that the advice is coming from God and not from me. I'm not saying this in a demeaning way but NOTHING good comes from me. I need God's strength, peace and purpose everyday to keep me from evil. I need to constantly rely upon him.
Things in my life have gotten easier but now more than ever I need to realize where this goodness comes from and it's not from my own craftiness.
 

“For it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth". 
 

Wealth not necessarily means money and possessions but whatever we have comes from God. We can easily get into trouble when we start to pat ourselves on the back. You know what, since I know God is in control of all the deals he helps me put together it takes the pressure off of performance. No matter how hard you may want to win a championship, get that promotion or that big account, YOU WILL NOT GET IT unless the Lord allows it.
This all said, shouldn't we start out our day in prayer and ask the Lord for his guidance. It would surely save us a lot of needless time going down the wrong path. Pray that the Lord would guide you down the right path and that he would keep you from evil. Concentrate on what is good and give ALL the credit to Jesus. When we finally realize that God is in control and we can give him praise and honor then our outlook on all things in this life will change. We will also enjoy life a lot better.
