“Insults”

Proverbs 12:16 "A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks an insult."
 

All I can say is OUCH! I find it very tough at times to overlook an insult and will show off my annoyance at once. The problem arises not from the insult but from my heart. The insult is just enough to purge out evil from the heart. You may be saying, "What they are saying isn't true". That may be the case but let’s look at what Jesus did when he was insulted.
 

Jesus came to this earth as God in the flesh. He led a sinless life and was guilty of nothing. But in humility, even to death on a cross he didn't hurl back insults when he was getting beaten. In Matthew 27:30,31 it says "They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him..."
 

While on the cross even more insults were hurled. Matthew 27:39 "Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, "You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross if you are the Son of God."  Verse 43 "He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him..."
 

Since Jesus was God in the flesh he had created all those who were hurling insults and beating him. Doesn't it make you mad when you say something and someone shakes their head like you are an idiot? All Jesus had to do was utter or even think of one command and that would have been to call the angels and he could have destroyed everyone in an instant. 
 

For us to let insults, hatred, mockery and all sorts of evil not get to us we need to do a number of things.
 

1. We need to focus on the eternal, not the temporal. Jesus knew why he came to this earth. If Jesus had called the angels to destroy everyone then we would all be destined to hell and we would have no Savior. Jesus took ALL the punishment that WE DESERVED so that by his death we could inherit eternal life for all those who accept Jesus Christ by faith. Jesus focused on the goal. What is your goal?
 

If our goal is to make more money, acquire more or hoard more things then this can lead to a prideful heart. The more prideful we are the more insults bother us. The more we understand what Jesus did for you and me the more we are able to let insults drift away. An insult comes from someone who has evil in their heart. We need to pray for them instead of shout back another volley just to get even.
 

2. If we hurl back insults then what difference is there between us and someone else? When you are a Christian, THERE NEEDS TO BE A DIFFERENCE. People are watching how we handle trials. If we handle them in a non confrontive, peaceful way people will start to say "I want what they have." If we strike back what difference is there?
 

3. When we hold our tongue on account of Jesus then Jesus will bless us in ways that we can't even comprehend. Are you willing to stand in the gap and do things for others expecting nothing in return? That person who insults you may be someone you can minister to at a later time, but if you burn a bridge they may never come back. How many times have we hurled insults at the people we love most? Ouch again!
 

4. The only way we can keep from hurling insults is to Pray, read God's word, have fellowship with other believers and pray again. We can't live this life on our own and we can't fight off evil alone. The Lord has fought the devil and won. Pray that any evil that comes your way that the Lord would step in and handle it. When someone hurls an insult, stop and pray and count to 10. It's usually in those first few seconds that something is said that can NEVER be taken back. I still remember bad things that someone said to me 35 years ago. 
 

WHAT KIND OF TESTIMONY ARE YOU FOR THE LORD?
 

Pray that people will see something of Jesus when they see you. Compassion, Calmness of Spirit, Conviction and Love.
 

Today, insults will come. How are you going to handle them? Are you going to let God be God or are you going to handle it on your own. Pray that whatever is said and that whatever is done that you and I would bring Glory to God for what he has done and continues to do for us.
