“Idols”

1 John 5:21 "Dear Children, keep yourselves from idols".
 

In the Old and New Testament people used to worship other God's, "idols". The second commandment talks about "you shall not bow down to them or worship them". God is the one and true God, there was none before and there will be none after. He is everlasting. God created EVERYTHING and he doesn't want us worshipping anything else. Idolize comes from the word Idol. When I was a new believer and I would read this I would think, "I don't worship other Gods, and burn incense to them so I really don't have this as an issue." The more I read and prayed I realized that I have had a lot of idols. Here are some of them.
 

Success
Work
Status
Things - House, Car, Boat and ______
 

All of the above we can idolize to the point of putting these things before God.
 

GOD DOESN'T WANT US TO PUT ANYTHING BEFORE HIM.
 

All of the above things I mentioned are fleeting and distract us from the goal. Our goal in life is first to come to know Jesus as Savior and Lord of our life. The second goal is to share the gospel with as many people as we know and love them as God loves them. Eternity is a long time and our time spent here in this TEMPORARY place is a vapor. What are you and I doing to do things that matter for the long term?
There is nothing wrong with doing the best you can do at work with the talents the Lord has given you. There are some projects that demand more time than others. There is nothing wrong with having nice things as long as it doesn't hinder your work for the Lord. But when our thought life is consumed with material things instead of the things of God, we are starting to get into very dangerous waters.
I have been traveling a lot lately and have had a tough time getting the messages out. A lot of times I let the things of this world distract me form the work of the Lord.
 

1 John 5:19 "We know that we are children of God and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one."
 

Do you wonder sometimes how we can become so distracted and distraught? The evil one would love for us to be an ineffective witness by having us set our sights on temporal things instead of the eternal. BUT the great new is:
 

1 John 4:4 "...because the one that is in you is greater than the one who is in the world."
 

If you have accepted Jesus as Savior and Lord of your life then you have tremendous power to fight the evil one. If you haven't then the evil one will make life miserable for you.
In this life Idolize Jesus, the ONLY one who can protect, sustain, give life, and keep us focused on the goal. This weekend take time to reflect on your priorities and make sure that the things you have are not taking place of God.
