“I’m Done”

Trials and Tribulations. Each day brings new ones. The bathroom in our house we moved into needed painted. The problem was there was wallpaper on it. I saw a corner of the paper I could start peeling. I pulled and it came off so easily that within 5 minutes I had all the wallpaper off the bathroom. I was actually pretty proud of myself. I called for Julie to see my great accomplishment, in record time. While Julie was admiring my great work I noticed that there was a little curl of paper again. The closer I looked the more it became evident that there WAS ANOTHER LAYER GLUED to the wall. Three days later I finally scrapped the last of it out. Our bathroom looks like something out of Beirut. At one point I just felt like saying ENOUGH, I'll paint over the glue! Now that we are done, at least for this stage, I have come to realize a couple things. Things aren't always what they seem. The Christian Life is a lot like that wallpaper. Once we are saved by the grace of God the hard part starts. It takes time, energy, passion, commitment, and love to be a follower of Jesus. Too many times we rely upon on our salvation to get us through life. It would be so easy for us to just paint over the glue. No one would ever know, would they? No, your right, Jesus and you and I would know. 

It seems like the tougher the trial, the more of an opportunity we have to draw closer to the Lord. Now I'm preaching to myself on this one but don't be so quick to get out of a trial. I thought half way through this wallpaper ordeal "why am I doing this." I could have paid someone to do it but the sense of accomplishment is much better than I had imagined. 

That is how we should view our trials. God will not give us more than we can handle. Even though the walls may seem to be coming down, and my still may, He IS in control and the Lord wants us to be strong. The only way for us to be strong is for us to have adversity in our lives. Let the adversity you are going through now be a chance to let your faith grow. Let it be a chance to let God shine through you. The Christian walk is not a sprint but a marathon. 

Have a great day.

Brad

