I’m A Fool

Sometimes I can be doing the right thing and in a second be a complete fool. How can that happen? Have can one minute we have it all together and then the next things are not only out of control but we are the one who caused it?

I believe that a lot of matters of the soul come down to our pride. It is OK to take pride in what the Lord allows us to do but not to take the credit. The Lord gives us our talents. How is it that we somehow transfer the Lord’s gifts to our possession? 

WHATEVER TALENT YOU HAVE COMES FROM GOD.

So how do we take it away from God and treat it as our own? Last week I was a fool in a number of instances.  Have you ever ran off and made a decision then went back and asked permission? Ouch, that hurts. It could be as simple as a child eating a cookie then asking his mother if he could have one to doing a business deal with another party before getting counsel with your other partners.

Proverbs 12:15,16 “The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice. A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks an insult.”

One of the worst ways we can show an insult at once is by pressing the “send” button on the internet before we think about what we are doing. How often do you get an e mail that may question your motives, character or plan and in an instant you fire a volley back?  I have dome this a couple times and I’m not proud of it but it has caused me to reflect on why I did it.  I did it because my pride got in the way. I was a fool because I did not listen to advice. I sent back what I thought was a good response WITHOUT THINKING about the other persons response. I showed my annoyance at once so here I was a fool again. Whether it was an insult or not “A prudent man overlooks an insult”.

Whether you are talking to your spouse, children, co worker or boss how can we over look an insult? First of all when we don’t overlook an insult we are secure in who we are. The Lord created you and I so in essence this person or person is ridiculing God not you. Our relationship needs to be with God NOT man. Man will always fail us but God is the same yesterday, today, tomorrow and forever. I’m not saying that the next time someone calls you a name to say nothing but this is how you should confront this person. 

1. Don’t do anything right away 
2. Pray that the Lord would prepare not only your heart but their heart for your response. 
3. Ask the Lord to give you His wisdom to reply. 
4. Ask the lord for patience in replying 
5. Trust in what God asked you to do even though it may not be the way the world wants you to respond. 
6. Forgive or in my case as a fool ask for forgiveness form the Lord and from who you are dealing with. 
7. Saying another harsh word escalates things, saying a kind word puts water on the fire. 
8. Give it over to Jesus. How many times does a harsh word steal the joy from our family because we chew on it till it eats us away? 
If you are the person who easily gets angry, yells in traffic, talks before the other person is done and cannot take criticism then there is more than anger going on inside you. I have seen relatively calm people turn into a lunatic when someone cuts them off in traffic. It was not the person that cut them off that was the problem that person was just the one who put this person over the edge. Are you on the brink of  blowing your stack. Will just one word of criticism cause you to blow? If so then you need to ask the Lord for help. You need to take a deep breath and take a few steps back and regroup. You need to take a different perspective on things. The Lord will help you in this area when you call out to him. The Lord desires for us to come to him  FIRST, not after the damage has already been done.

I don’t know what you are going through or what is going to happen to you today. All I know is there is only one person who can clam the boiling waters of hatred, anger and fear and that is Jesus. When was the last time you asked Jesus for help? Don’t be a fool. Stay calm. Listen to advice and respond with the heart of the Lord. The Lord does not want us to live our life in chaos but that is what we will do when we step out without the Lord’s direction. The next time and insult comes you way think of all the insults hurled at Jesus. He did not respond to those because he not only knew who he was with the father. But if Jesus had struck back then we would have no way to heaven. Sometimes we need to take the punishment so others can be saved. Please think about that one. Who do you need to hold back on?

Have a great day.

Brad

