I Want Respect

All of us from time to time desire to be respected. The more we are insecure the more we desire to be respected. Respect really is a form of praise. We all want to be praised for what we do. But when we start to hunger for praise then we are going down a path that has no end. When we don’t get the praise WE THINK WE ARE DUE, then we become crushed.

John 5:41 “I do not accept praise from men.”

JESUS WAS CONFIDENT IN HIMSELF BECASUE HE KNEW WHO HE WAS PART OF.

How would your life be different if you did not expect praise? Probably a lot less stressful. Instead of working to try to impress to get praise you would work to get the job done. Politics would be thrown out the window. Politics in the workplace takes so much energy that a person could probably get twice as much done if politics was not there. Politics in the workplace is actually trying to keep or advance your job. A leader of any organization needs to make sure to cultivate a place where politics does not happen. It starts at the top. If a leader schemes and coerces chances are the employees will also.

Jesus never schemed. He didn’t have to, He was God in the flesh. 

So let’s look at respect another way. IF you have accepted Jesus as Savior and Lord of your life then

YOU ARE THE CHILD OF A KING!

So when you pull into the parking lot of work think this.

I am the child of THE KING. I know the creator not only of the universe but I know the creator of my boss and my co workers. If the Lord wants me to advance he will allow it to happen. If he wants me to stay in my present position then that is where I will stay. If someone gives you praise thank the Lord because it isn’t you it’s the Lord who gives you the gifts to be praised. 

Jesus came to this world and could have been a King. He could have had thousands of angels and thousands of men worshiping and catering to his every desire. INSTEAD Jesus came to serve and not be served. Jesus came to save man because we were dead in our sins. He gave up worldly comfort so that we may have eternal life through him. He created the same people who mocked, spit on him, beat him and crucified him.

How did he do this without striking back? Someone does a little thing to us at work, in the grocery line or on the interstate and we either fly into a fit of rage or think to ourselves “How dare you!” 

Look at the example of Jesus and the praise that you crave will slowly fade away. Jesus needs to be your ONLY PORTION, not anything of this world. How do we get to that point?

First of all we need to be saved by the Lord and turn form the ways we used to live to living for Jesus. We need to constantly be reading his word and praying. We need to pray for the Lord's strength to feel and want his love more than the love of the world. We need to go to a bible believing church and worship God and be encouraged by other believers. We need to be immersed in the Christian faith, not just sit on the sidelines. There is something different about being in the game than sitting on the bench. Are you in the game or are you cowering on the sidelines. Don’t be afraid to get in the game and take a few hits. Jesus took the punishment WE DESERVED so that through him we would inherit eternal life.

Don’t desire praise from men because man will ALWAYS let you down. Seek to know Jesus and his love will overpower any praise that you desire from man. Remember to smile as a lot of us go around with a frown when we should be joyful NO MATTER what the world throws at us. Remember YOU KNOW JESUS. That is huge. Go with the power of the Holy Spirit today and make a difference for the Lord. Don’t worry about making a difference for yourself.

Have a great day and RELAX in Jesus.

Take Care

Brad

