“I Feel Like Swearing”
Many years ago before I was saved by the Lord swearing was just a normal part of my vocabulary. There were times that a swear word was the only thing that fit the appropriate response. BUT, on November 29, 1992 Jesus came into my life through His Holy Spirit and I was forever changed. The old was on its way out the new me was to come. I didn’t get a verbal word from Jesus telling me not to swear it was just now that I was  convicted of my sinful nature and realized that Jesus had forgiven ALL my sins. Since Jesus paid such a high price to make me free why should I keep on sinning? I started not doing a lot of things I used to do anymore not only because of conviction but out of love for Jesus. Jesus died for me when I was still a sinner and he still saved me. I now have eternal life in heaven as a reward for my faith, that should be all I need on this earth to be joyful.

I say should be all I need but sometimes pride gets in the way. I think our pride has a lot to do with us not being joyful. Yesterday I received a call that a client of ours had gone around us and done something that was just plain wrong. I confronted them and they ended up apologizing for what they did but the damage had been done. I said “It isn’t about the money, it is about our integrity. I don’t want to get paid on something that we don’t do. I don’t want it to look like we are a freeloader.” I was ready to send out a scathing e mail but the Lord held me back. I was so close to the point at saying a swear word at this person that I could taste it but the Lord held my tongue. I think that I got upset because of my pride. I could have not gotten upset and still handled the problem without getting mad. I would have probably accomplished the same thing.

Romans 12:18 “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.”

This life is not about getting even; this life is about coming to know Jesus and then leading others to Him. If I build up a barrier to anyone then I have lost that opportunity to share the gospel with them. Satan would love for me to lash out at someone who needs the Lord. Satan would also love for me to fall and lose my testimony. You and I need to be VERY CAREFUL how we live and not only what we say but how we say it. There is more at stake than job security; there is life and death ETERNALLY. What good is it for me to win a battle and end up seeing someone live forever in hell because of my pride? Let me say this, it is the Lord that saves not you and I but God uses us as his vessels to share his word. We need to be a Godly example

NO MATTER HOW WE ARE TREATED.

Jesus was on the cross being ridiculed, unjustly persecuted and accused and humiliated beyond belief not only to those around him but to those HE CREATED. Jesus chose to not strike back so that by his death those same people might receive eternal life. Jesus could have called a legion of angels to come at any moment and wipe out the earth. This would have saved him from pain and humiliation but it would have left NO CHANCE for us to be saved. The next time someone does you wrong and you want to lash back think of the bigger picture. Think of them standing before God, which they will do eventually. You have heaven in your future and they do not. How horrible it would be to think that you had a chance to show them the way to Jesus and you and I chose to turn out back. Jesus didn’t turn his back on us; let us not turn our back on others. To see someone be eternally separated from God would be a horrible site no matter how bad an enemy.

Pray today that you and I would be able to hold our tongue, not be prideful and let the Holy Spirit reign in our lives. When God can have free reign in our life then the evil one will be bound from doing evil through us.

If it gets bad, which it will at times, take a deep breath, pray and then wait 5 minutes, THEN make your response. I guarantee it will be a different response than the one you and I would have given out of pride and anger.

Have a great day, Brad

