IS DEATH ALL THAT BAD?

It depends if you are the one in pain or the one offering comfort. In this life, unless Jesus comes back for us, we will all have to go through this event. When you are at the end and no one can help you anymore then you are finally alone, no one to help. No earthly one to help, that is! If you know Jesus as your Savior you have hope, if you do not then the gates of hell are ready. What a horrible thought that is.

Mark 5:39 “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.”

In the paragraphs before this statement, Jarius a synagogue ruler came to Jesus pleading for him to come put his hands on his daughter and heal her. Jarius’s little girl was dying. So off Jesus went to Jarius’s house. On the way a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years wanted to see Jesus. She thought that in v 5:28 “If I just touch his cloak, I will be healed.” When she did touch his cloak Jesus felt power leaving from him. Jesus turned around and said “who touched me?” The woman came forward and fell at the feet of Jesus and told him the whole truth.” Jesus said in 

Mark 5:34 “Daughter your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”

I don’t know about you but if one of my children were dying the last thing I would want was Jesus to stop and help someone else. Jesus I asked you first, my child is dying, if you don’t get there in time she may die. Hurry, hurry hurry and I would be pushing people out of the way. Of course that would be me!

While Jesus was still speaking some men from the house of Jarius came and said “Your daughter is dead”, they said, Why bother the teacher anymore.”  Instead of Jesus looking startled, he said in verse 36 to Jarius,”don’t be afraid, just believe.” My friend from my house just tells me my child is dead and Jesus tells me not to worry. This is tough to swallow.

NOW, this is a huge statement. When Jesus got to the house his first words were.

Mark 5:39 “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.”

The Greek word for this is apothlibo, which means to die. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14 “Brothers we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.”

None of our souls will die and our soul is what makes up who you and I are. Our outward appearance is just a tent to house our soul. What is Jesus saying, don’t mourn. No! Mourning is a process to get over the loss of a loved one but that loved one is not really dead. If your loved one knows Jesus they are now in heaven. Jesus is telling us it’s Ok to mourn but don’t freak out about death. To get to paradise (and I don’t mean Hawaii) we need to leave this earthly body. Heaven is an awesome place, so in theory we should be joyful for those who are now with Jesus. If you don’t believe that in your heart yet then you need to get to know Jesus better. 

Jesus brought this girl back from heaven so he could show the power he has over death and I believe that he also saw the pain on the families faces. Jesus wept when Lazarus died because he was not only a friend of Lazarus but a friend of the family. Grieving is part of healing, but if we were to see and experience where our loved ones were we would be saying, Jesus get me out of this world, I’m ready to go and be with you.

As you were once in your mother’s womb, if someone were to ask you do you want to leave that nice warm comfortable spot you would have said “NO WAY!” But you were born into a beautiful world of so many things to experience. You don’t even remember that time in the womb. So it will be in heaven. You will see people you know who have believed but since there is no pain, suffering, death and sin in heaven most of the things you experienced on earth will be long forgotten.

So with a strong faith, death will not be bad when you consider what death brings. 

For the Christian believer it brings you face to face with Jesus. Just think, face to face with Jesus. If you want to wail and mourn, wail and mourn for those family members and loved ones who aren’t saved.

Have a great day and don’t sweat this life. Jesus is walking with you every step of the way till you meet face to face in paradise.

Have a great day.

Brad

