"How Much Is Considered Rich?"
Proverbs 23:4 “Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint.”
 

I don’t know of anything more destructive besides sexual temptation that Satan uses to keep us in bondage that is not driven for the love of money.
 

Money isn’t the problem in our society today; it is the LOVE of money.
 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 “Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income…..”
 

Ecclesiastes and the book of Proverbs were written by King Solomon. He had more riches and wealth than anyone and that is what he has to say about the love of money. Money can be as addictive and as destructive as heroin. If you do not have an abundance of money and you have addictions then you will have a tough time feeding those desires. If you have an abundance of money and have addictions, LOOK OUT, trouble is on the horizon. The beginning of the end is upon you if you do not have the Lord in your life.
 

If you are prone to desire riches and are around people with a lot of money, then this is what the bible says you should do.
 

Proverbs 23:1, 2 “When you sit to dine with a ruler, note well what is before you, and put a knife to your throat if you are given to gluttony. Do not crave his delicacies for that food is deceptive.”
 

In the Old Testament the ruler had a lot of trappings. In our society today professional athletes, and a host of other people have corporate jets, huge homes, expensive cars and the list goes on and on. If you were to hang around any of these people and have a tendency to desire riches it would be very difficult to not want the same thing. You could be living in an apartment and someone gets a nicer car and you may want a better car. It’s all relative when you desire wealth. “Whoever loves money never has money enough.” I see professional athletes that get tired with one kind of airplane and need a faster one. Not because they need it but because someone else has gotten a faster one. 
 

So what is the key to being rich and what does “rich” mean. 
 

Riches - “great wealth or many valuable possessions”
 

I have seen many people that have tremendous amounts of wealth that are so miserable that they hate life. I also see people with large amounts of money that are joyful. I see people that don’t have riches that are boastful, arrogant and hate life and I see the poorest of the poor singing praises to God. So what do we have?
 

Here is the whole key to being happy, content and joyful in the world whether you make $ 1, 00 or 1,000,000 a week. The key to happiness is for your most trusted possession to be
 

The person of Jesus Christ. PERIOD
 

Whoever loves money NEVER has money enough. Our full portion should be in the Lord. The Lord is the ONLY one who can provide peace, contentment and salvation that is more glorious than material riches. Look at your relationship with Jesus and your family and friends. That is the true definition of riches.
 

When we stand before God we will all be the same. We will not be allowed to bring anything with us. The person who has $ 2.00 in their checking account will look the same as the one who is worth billions. Think about that! Where are you putting your time and effort? Is it to accumulate more that will be given to someone else or are you putting treasures up in heaven? The only thing that will matter when we take or last breath here on earth is who we knew. It doesn’t matter if you knew the President of the United Sates, The President of US Steel or the President of the biggest corporations. It will only matter if you knew Jesus.
 

Do you know and trust in Jesus?
 

Not just know of who he is but have you asked him to forgive your sins, asked him to come into your life and accepted him by faith. What glorious riches await for those that have accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of their life.
 

I can’t wait to see Jesus. I love my family and friends but if the Lord were to call me home today, I know that would be his PERFECT plan and that we would see each other again.
 

Take some time today to take account of what you view as your riches.
 

