"Hide and Seek"
A couple weeks ago I came home from an appointment and Julie and the boys were playing hide and seek in the back yard. Our oldest Bryce is like the stealth bomber. He finds those places that are just hard to find. I asked Julie where Bryce was and she said “I just started to look for him”. After 2 long minutes looking we couldn’t find him. Julie went inside and he wasn’t there. Now were starting o get frantic. We yelled and yelled in the back yard and no Bryce. I said call 911 and I’ll start driving around the neighborhood. All of a sudden I started to think about my youth and the devious things I used to do. I needed to think like Bryce. In a last ditch effort I said “Bryce if you don’t come out you are going to get some swats.” Now that is real parenting! All of a sudden he came walking out from behind a big evergreen. We have about 20evergreens in the back yard and that is where he chose to hide and hide well. We were elated to see him and at the same time mad that he didn’t come when called. He was just playing the game. He doesn’t know yet the anxiety of a parent.
I was on a family vacation once and when it was time to go my friend and I went down to the lake for one last swim. We saw my mom driving down to look for us and we held our breath and hid under water. We thought it was fun but apparently my mom didn’t see it that way. “What’s the saying, what goes around comes around”. If that’s the case I will lose all my hair before it has a chance to turn all gray.
Fortunately no matter how hard we try we can’t hide from the Lord.
 

Proverbs 5:21 “For a man's ways are in full view of the Lord, and he examines all his paths.”
 

We may think we are playing hide and seek with Jesus but we aren’t. He not only ALWAYS knows where we are but also what our heart is thinking. If our ways are in full view of the Lord then WHY DO YOU DO THE THINGS YOU DO?
 

I have some meetings today that I need the Lord’s wisdom for. If I handle it in the flesh it would never go right. If the Lord directs the meeting then everything will go fine. We can never ruin relationships for material gain. It seems in life that a lot of time we are hiding. We can be hiding from bill collectors, hiding from fear, rejection, hiding from guilt or hiding because we don’t want to deal with a problem. Somehow we are like the ostrich who thinks that if they put their head in the sand then no one can see them.
Fortunately for us the Lord sees everything. As you go throughout the day playing hide and seek REMEMBER Jesus is sitting right there next to you. Yes, right there. When you carry on conversations, do a business deal, talk with your spouse, talk to your children and try to make it through another day try to glorify the Lord by your actions. Don’t let the evil one destroy what God has made good. Also since Jesus is with you
 

DON’T DO ANYTHING IN YOUR OWN STRENGTH.
 

The creator of the universe is there right beside you to answer questions and give you the words to say. All you have to do is ask. We can run and run and run but we can’t hide. If you have been running from something in your past, now is the time to stop. You can’t outrun the Lord. Pray that today you would trust in Jesus alone not only for your salvation but how you live your life. When you can fully trust in him you will have unspeakable peace in your life and again, be a light in a dark world.
