Hey, What About Me!
Have you ever felt that you were doing so much for others that you started to resent the lack of time for yourself? I have to admit that at times I feel that way BUT FOR THE MOST PART THIS IS A SELFISH THOUGHT. Satan would love for us to do all we can for us and US ALONE. We live in a world where everyone says “Get what you can no matter what the cost”. Credit card debt and bankruptcy is at an all time high. We can’t seem to wait to enjoy ourselves. It used to be that people had to save to buy something they liked. Now it is about the credit card. “What is my limit and can I have an increase?” A lot of times we purchase things because we are spiritually and physically on empty. This is a quick temporary fix for a much deeper problem.

Here is the problem:

Philippians 2:21 “For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 3:19 “Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things.”

So the problem is THAT WE ARE SELFISH. The key phrase is that our mind is on earthly things. To have your mind on earthly things means that we  WANT IT NOW!!!! When our citizenship is in heaven and we still live here on earth there will be conflict in our soul UNLESS we can bring the two together. We cannot have EVERY possession or thing here that we want and still live a Godly peaceful life. A lot of times we think that purchasing things and living in comfort will give us more peace but in reality it only brings us more strife. The more possessions and wealth the more there is to look and worry after if that is your goal.

OK, so back to “What about me!” You have worked all day, made dinner, bathed the kids, broken up fights  and read story time, Now that the kids are in bed you are too tired to do anything else. If this goes on week to week and year to year resentment and frustration will follow IF your citizenship is on earth.

Philippians 2:3,4 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”

Pray right now about this passage and how it pertains to you. IN EVERYTHING you do today check your motives. The key word here is humility. When you have a humble Godly spirit then you will have a difficult time feeling selfish conceited things. If you have a prideful spirit then you will be doing things that lift you up as high as possible. Do you want to be the BIG SHOT or let God be the one who gets the glory?

YOU CANNOT HAVE IT BOTH WAYS.

You cannot also spend part of your day serving others and then think that OK it’s all time for me, me, me to get whatever I can. As Christians we are called to a higher standard. We cannot be a prideful people. We cannot go and always seat ourselves at the head table because we think we deserve it. In reality we weren’t even invited to the banquet, why do you think you should be seated at the head table? If God wants you there he will put you there. It is the Lord’s sacrifice on the cross that saved us and gave us an inheritance, nothing we have done ourselves.

So we see that to be Godly men and women we cannot just live a half hearted smokescreen life hiding behind the Christian blanket. You cannot say you are a Christian on one hand and then claim to be a BIG SHOT on the other. OK, so here is the summation of this lesson. 

ARE YOU WILLING TO BE POURED OUT LIKE A DRINK OFFERING?

I would have to say most of us aren’t. But to those who have PUT GOD FIRST you can feel like the apostle Paul did.

Philippians 2:17 “But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with alL of you.

You see, no matter how much good you do for others, DON’T EXPECT ANYTHING IN RETURN. God saved you when you were deep in your sin. We deserved hell not heaven. So since this is the case don’t expect a pat on the back, possessions, a promotion or encouraging words to make your life complete. Your life is complete when you turn your life over to Jesus and I mean turn it ALL over. Do things out of your love for Jesus EXPECTING NOTHING IN RETURN. Do things out of your thankfulness for Jesus, EXPECTING NOTHING IN RETURN. Do things for others because Jesus saved you from hell EXPECTING NOTHING IN RETURN. THEN if someone does something nice for you then it is just a plus. When your full portion is in Jesus instead of the things of this world

YOU’RE JOY WILL BE COMPETETE and you will never have to think again “Hey, what about me”.

Have a great day and be joyful being a servant.

Take care

Brad

