“Help Me Overcome My Unbelief Part II”

I received many responses to yesterday’s devotional. One in particular grabbed my attention because I know this man very well and he has not only become a good friend but the Lord is using him in a mighty way. This was part of his response to yesterday’s lesson.

“””We are certainly living in the end times and extreme measures are needed to grab unbeliever’s attention and present the gospel in a way that is relevant with less ceremonial pomp and circumstance to make it more real and practical in their lives.  I have attended churches that may have only one or two new members each year.  This is what I call a sheparding church because the pastor is focused on his own flock’s spiritual growth.  

 

Seeker churches are filled with newly converted Christians that had their lives changed by the Holy Spirit’s leading.  We simply present the gospel in an exciting, fresh, and practical way that is not intimidating or condemning.  We neither compromise nor underemphasize the importance of living a pure and holy life in Christ.  It is a journey we all go through and sometimes it takes time for the Spirit to work in those lives that have gone through great worldly influences. A typical “sermon on the mount” message may not be as heart changing to some as perhaps a drama about real life that may pierce the heart of someone going through the exact say situation.””” 

Now this man was put on hold for Gods service for many years till he was ready to do the Lords work. He like I were turned off a lot by the churches of our youth. Here is what I want all of you to take away from yesterday’s lesson.

1. There is only one way to heaven and that is through he person of Jesus Christ. 
2. Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for our sins. Those who confess that Jesus is Lord will be saved. 
Now how we get to that point is up to God. It may be an evangelistic tent meeting, church service or friend. Remember the church is each one of us and not a building. The road is very broad to come to Jesus but narrow to follow him. By this I mean

JESUS TAKES YOU JUST AS YOU ARE.

I don’t care what you have done; it is NEVER too bad for Jesus to forgive you. But you need to come to Jesus with a repentant heart trusting in who he is.

Now to the point of spiritual growth. If we are saved and not nurtured and discipled it is easy to fall back into the worries and concern of this world. Matthew 13:1-23.

In order to live a spirit filled life the path is narrow. Many churches are able to bring people in, hopefully lead them to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ but then the hard work starts. Discipling one in the faith is a tough long job but a very rewarding one. If we aren’t discipled we can be like the seed who sprouted up quick but when the soil was not deep enough and the sun withered it away.

Now let me also make this point. Don’t go to church to be entertained. We are a family of believers that need to encourage one another. We go to church to worship the one true God whether in a tent, high school, or building. 

Each person in each church is different. God is present in all for those who preach the gospel. I am thankful for all the responses yesterday because I see many of you so passionate about your faith. I want to make sure we make the gospel available to EVERYONE. It is our job to help nurture those folks in the faith and grow so they can in turn bring other people to hear the word of Salvation.

Thank you all for your responses yesterday. May all of you are a light in a dark world and are not swayed by public opinion. Let us be kept on track by the truth and power of the Hold Spirit no matter where we attend.

Have a great weekend.

Brad

 

