“Help Me Overcome My Unbelief”

I spent last evening with an awesome family. One of the members of this family is a pastor of a church in North Carolina. He has quite a testimony of how by the grace of God his life was brought out of the pit to be saved for eternity. Of course all of us that are saved by God’s grace have a story too. Each one is miraculous in its own way. To be destined for hell only to be redeemed by the Lamb of God is a miracle.

Last night we got on the subject of spiritual gifts. Healing, prophesy and speaking in tongues were just a few of these. Healing has always intrigued me. I see these preachers on TV stand up and “Slay people in the spirit”. How much of this is real and how much of this is for show? After my conversation last evening I believe a lot of this is for real. God is in the miracle business as much today as he was when he walked this earth. 

Our churches today are trying to conform to a certain segment of the population. Now what I am going to say may not be true to your church but it is the norm. Most churches have a set program. They sing songs, read together out of the word of God, recite pre planned creeds and talk about God. There isn’t much mention of HOW TO BE SAVED!

The seeker churches have found a niche in our society by saying “Come as you are”. Seeker churches are growing by leaps and bounds. They are non denominational because I believe that a lot of people are turned off by the churches of their youth. It gives people a fresh start and a way to hear the word of God in a non confrontational way. The problem with seeker churches is that they preach the love of God but very seldom preach the consequences of sin. Too many churches are concerned with numbers and hurting people’s feelings than preaching the word, PERIOD!!! 

Too many churches are too structured because most people hate change. But God is all about change. You and I need to be ready for change at a moments notice no matter how painful or no matter how exhilarating. I don’t know if I would be comfortable having someone next to me speaking in tongues or being slain in the sprit. But what I do know is that after last evening’s conversation I am going to dig deeper into this. I want to know more. I want to see God heal, I want to see God speak through others, and I want to be changed to be more like Jesus instead of sitting like a stump in church. 

Peter was the only one of the disciples who got out of the boat to meet Jesus and he walked on water. Yes he went under after he saw the waves and wind BUT he walked on water for a brief moment. Most of us only look at the time he sunk. We don’t think about the miracle of him walking on water. Why do we concentrate on the negatives instead of the positive? 

Mark 9:23, 24 “.....Everything is possible for him who believes. Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief.”

While we may forget it, put it aside or just plain deny it JESUS STILL HEALS, TRANSFORMS AND RESTORES.

Too many churches are afraid of the unknown. It is easy to preach a sermon that has been taught hundreds of times before. It is easy to speak to your congregation, who expects what is coming, 

BUT what if you shook things up. What if you got people out of their comfort zones, what would happen? Forget about losing people to other churches. Those who stay would be those that would take their faith to a whole new level. You may say, OK if another church wants to do that fine but we are going to do what we have been doing. Jesus was in the heart changing business. He always stirred things up. I am not saying every church service should change into a Toga Dance but there needs to be change A HEART CHANGE.

In the last month our son Chase who is Autistic has been making great strides in his recovery. But also something bigger has happened than this. I would say he prays out loud 10-15 times a day. He may pray for 10-15 seconds and then end in Jesus name Amen. He prays for breakfast, lunch, dinner and other times. Jesus is talking to our boy and our boy is talking to Jesus. There are a lot of things he says to Jesus that we don’t understand but Jesus knows. We pray a lot for Bryce and Chase but I truly believe Chase’s prayers are being answered.

Today you may be waiting for a test result to come back, you may be waiting for a child to come home, you may be waiting to see if you still have a job or you may be __________________________. Let us all have the faith to pray with an expectancy of faith and not doubt. How many times do we pray because we think we should instead of thinking it will work???????

“Lord Jesus help us all overcome our unbelief!”

When we ask God with a spirit filled heart for something we should EXPECT that God will act in a mighty way. Jesus died a horrible death not only to save us from sin and to give us eternal life for all those who believe in him BUT

TO HAVE JOY ON THIS EARTH.

It is up to you. Are you going to lead a sprit filled joyful life or are you going to let the evil one take over what Jesus has done and live a miserable hopeless life? Be like Peter; get out of the boat and go. Forget how high the waves are and how hard the winds of change are blowing. Just focus on Jesus and nothing else.

Don’t trust in what is only seen, TRUST IN JESUS ALONE.

Have an awesome day.

Take care

Brad

