"Heaven, Are You Ready To Go Today?"
I have been fortunate enough to have 3 kidney stones. Yes fortunate, I say because after they have passed I look at life a little differently. Things that seemed to bother me or seem important aren’t anymore. My focus has been redirected. You can easily tell someone who has a kidney stone. If you are in the emergency room and see a bunch of doctors and nurses trying to catch a patient, then chances are they have a kidney stone. If you see someone that looks like they are doing the twist and the 400 meter dash at the same time then chances are they are having a kidney stone. When Julie drove me to the hospital on my second one I was jumping from the front to the back seat of the car, just like a dog. When she pulled up to the emergency room entrance I didn’t even wait for the car to stop, out I jumped and in I ran. “I’m here, please try to catch me.” Wow, those hurt.
 

Revelation 21:4 “He will wipe every tear from their eye. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
 

AMEN!!
 

No more pain means no more kidney stones but it also means no more death and no more crying.
 

A very good friend of mine for over 43 years has been diagnosed with Terminal Cancer. My dad was a doctor and this man was his friend and other doctor and partner in the practice. These two men started a practice in a country setting in Pennsylvania to serve the needy. I was speaking with his son in law yesterday and said that if you looked in the dictionary under servant you would probably find this man’s name. Here is a question and I will try to also give you the answer. 
Here is a man who not only served his community and fellowman for  approximately 40 years with house calls, long hours, served in the church and went on mission trips faithfully, is a loving husband and father and all that call upon him he helps. Now he has just retired and found out he has terminal cancer, WHY? Why can’t he live longer and enjoy life with his family to finally take time for himself.
Let’s look at the life of Jesus. Jesus was born and lived for approximately 34 years. It was only the last 4 years of his life that his ministry began that he started to really make things happen. When Jesus got to the point where he could have been King, he chose to be a servant to the point of death, dying on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins, NOT His. It was ONLY in his death that we could have eternal life.
 

Please touch the skin on your hand right now. That skin you feel and bones that hold everything in place IS NOT what makes you, you. You personality does not come from flesh and bones but it comes from your soul. 
 

EACH OF US WILL EXPERIENCE A PHYSICAL DEATH BUT NONE OF US WILL DIE. WE WILL ALL LIVE FOR ETERNITY.
 

The question is what is going to be your address? Heaven or hell. It is really very simple. If you believe that Jesus came to this earth, lead a sinless life, died on the cross to pay the penalty for your sins, you have asked him to forgive your sins and have asked him to come in and take control of your life then you will forever have a place in heaven that CAN NEVER be taken away. If you have not made this decision then if you were to die today you would be separated from God for eternity.
This friend of mine may save more people in the next coming year than he has in 40 years of practice. His faith is unshakable because he has stood the test of time. I believe when he sees Jesus that Jesus will say “Well done good and faithful servant.” Does this mean that at this time he is not afraid? Oh, I’m sure there are times that he will think of missing his family but in the course of eternity He will see then again in heaven because he and his wife have created a legacy. This legacy was one built on a rock, one that cannot be shaken. This legacy is built on the foundation that their children believe in Jesus for their salvation and they will all live in heaven forever were there will be nor more pain, tears or death.
I said to his son in law yesterday, “Just think if he gets there first he will be able to see my dad again.” I said that my dad would say “Bill, what took you so long?”
This life is short, the older we get the more we realize this. For some of us this could be our last day. The day we are born it has already been determined when we will check out of here. Are you ready? If not then you should be. If you are not ready then you are holding onto something that has no eternal value. We all need to focus on the eternal not the temporal. When we can let go of this life, then and only then will we be free here because nothing will be holding us back. Why, what can hurt us, NOTHING.
I really look forward to seeing Jesus, my Dad, and grandparents again. To be sure I would miss my wife, my children and mother and brother but if the Lord calls me home then it is His perfect plan and they will be taken care of. I look back at when my dad died and the world stopped. The pain was unbearable and there isn’t a week that goes by that I don’t think about him. But in his death came a lot of good. It gave me responsibility and it was one of the most important pieces of the puzzle for me to come and accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of my life.
Our selfish side will cry and be remorseful for those that leave this earth. It should really be the opposite. Those in heaven should cry that we are still here. If you don’t believe that heaven is a real place and an awesome place then pray today that the Lord would give you His peace. The peace that passes ALL understanding.
Please pray for this great man of God and family for their peace and comfort. There are so many people that are afraid to die. If they could only experience a glimpse of heaven they would want to get out of here in an instant. Pray for a miracle in healing but also pray that through this ordeal that people would see life in the face of death, that people would come to know Jesus because of this man’s walk with the Lord. Life doesn’t seem fair at times but Jesus is.
 

Are you ready to go today?
 

Pray for each other that we would all live for the eternal, not the temporal.
