“He’s Dead”

Last week when I was out on a long bike ride again I stopped by the Ambulance Facility and the convenience store where those folks helped me to thank them. The woman at the convenience store said that two old ladies in their car saw the accident and came running into the store. They said to call 911; “I think he’s dead”.  When I got knocked out I was laying in the middle of the road in a heap not moving so I may have looked dead but I was just sleeping!!

Mark 5:39 “Why all the commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.”

The young girl was the daughter of the synagogue ruler Jarius. Jarius had the faith that all Jesus had to do was show up and he could heal her. I think a lot of times in the bible Jesus refers to people that have fallen asleep as those who go to heaven but those that are dead are the ones in hell. 

ONCE YOU ARE IN HELL JESUS CAN’T HELP YOU!!!!!!

Isn’t that a scary thought? The creator of the universe cannot help you when you deny Jesus here on earth and then die. Since ALL OF US will stand before God after we take our last breath if you have not accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior BEFORE that time it will be too late once you see Jesus in heaven. He will say “I never knew you” and will send you to hell for eternity. I can’ think of a more horrible thought than that. FOREVER in eternity FOREVER separated from God.

When I got knocked out on my bike accident I was sleeping and actually dreaming. Now that dream could have turned into a face to face meeting with Jesus if I had taken my last breath. What a glorious sight to see Jesus and for him to say “Hi Brad, enter the Kingdom of heaven”. I would not remember my past but I will remember those who have been saved that I knew on earth. Troubles would be over for me. But for those left behind there is always grief. 

IF ONLY

those left behind could see and feel the glory that awaits those who fall asleep in Christ. There would be rejoicing instead of sorrow. 

Our earthly bodies are like a tent that houses us for awhile but then is gone. Our soul, the part of our body that makes us who we are WILL LIVE FOREVER. I believe that Jesus talks about death in the fact that pure death is going to hell and being separated from God forever. All Christians who die will fall asleep and then be in the presence of Jesus in the blink of an eye. How awesome is that?

Why does Jesus heal some and not others? I don’t know, that is up to Jesus. If we try to figure this out we are trying to figure God out and we can’t. WE ARE NOT SUPPOSED TO FIGURE GOD OUT.  We are to try to underhand God's will for our life but to try to understand anything else is treating God like a fortune teller. Even believing horoscopes is bad. We are not to know the future.

A number of you are going through some very severe trials. You may be saying “God wants me here” or “He is doing it for this reason or maybe that reason.” If you are thinking that then STOP! Let God be God. That means to trust by faith your life in Gods hands. Don’t try to analyze EVERYTHING in your life as though “Oh God must be taking me here” or “Oh God may be doing to so I don’t do that”. This is not faith this is living an anxious life. When need to live for the day. Stop thinking about what God is trying to do and focus on praying and helping others instead. Our lives will be much more stable both mentally and physically.

The Lord has already picked the time when you will check out of this world. So don’t worry about falling asleep if you are a Christian. The ONLY thing God tells us to worry about is the lost who don’t know Jesus. Let us be close to God by praying for strength and a healthy perspective on HOW JESUS SEES US. Can you imagine how our lives would be different if we could see us as Jesus sees us? We would see someone loved beyond comprehension. We would see someone made in Gods image. We would not lack self esteem. We would not worry about what others think of us. We would not worry about ________________. Let us pray today that we would start letting God be God. Don’t try to figure everything out. Faith is the unseen not the seen. To be sure our faith is strengthened when we see God act in miraculous ways but just like the disciples we easily forget all the good things God has done for us and we get back into the worry mode. The worry mode is NOT TRUSTING that God has it handled. WELL HE DOES in a prefect way.

Jesus paid to high a price for us to live in bondage of fear, worry, persecution, guilt, anger and pride. LET IT GO and pray for the wisdom and strength to do it. Let our focus be on taking as many people to heaven with us as possible. Other than that NOTHING ELSE MATTERS.

Have a great week in the Lord.

Brad

