"Hard Labor II"
I didn't know how appropriate my last lesson was over a week ago until last Wednesday evening. About 11:30 at night I awoke to a pain that only previous sufferers know, a KIDNEY STONE!! For women who have had children and also a kidney stone they say the pain is about the same. All I know is that if men were the ones to have children the human population would cease to exist. This was my 4th kidney stone in the past 28 years so I knew that it would probably pass. After 48 hours, using most of the medication in the house, and doing all sorts of hand stands and cartwheels I finally went to the hospital. If the nurses could catch me there might be a chance to help me. When you have a kidney stone you can't sit still, it is just amazing what the human body can bring upon a person. Finally after starting the IV and a good dose of medication I was able to get a little sleep. They gave me a CAT scan and after seeing how big the stone was and it's location the only thing they could do was to let it run its course. LET IT RUN IT'S COURSE!! It had already been running its course for 2 days. Yesterday afternoon, over 80 hours after this ordeal started, I finally had a 3 centimeter rock that I could call my own. It was sharp and ugly but it's mine, sitting on my desk.
 

There is another type of pain in this life and that is the pain that cannot be seen. It is the pain of strife, turmoil, anxiousness, dread and persecution. It seems that the Lord allows things to come into our lives that are defining moments in our faith. We can choose to let God take control and let our faith grow in an amazing way or we can choose to handle these difficulties ourselves and not see the miracles the Lord has planned IF ONLY WE WOULD HAVE TRUSTED IN HIM.
 

David, writing in the Psalm's is full of events that we can all relate to.
 

Psalm 55:4-8 "My heart is in anguish within me; the terrors of death assail me.
Fear and trembling have beset me; horror has overwhelmed me.
I said, Oh that I had the wings of a dove! I would fly away and be at rest-
I would flee far away and stay in the desert; I would hurry to my place of shelter, far from the tempest and storm."
 

Psalm 55:22 "Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; and he will never let the righteous fall."
 

Psalm 21:11 "Though they plot evil against you and devise wicked schemes, they cannot succeed"
 

Psalm 23:4 "Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me."
 

Faith is action. The Lord has allowed me to experience a number of things in the upcoming weeks that will enable me to strengthen my faith and hopefully be an effective witness to others. If we return evil with evil, that is not a witness for Jesus. We are really saying "God stand back I'll handle this."
As I was praying this morning I openly wept at my lack of faith in trials. I want so much to be like Jesus. I know I need to continually pray and seek the Lord in ALL that I do. This world has no meaning unless we do things with an eternal perspective. What good is it to be kind only to those who are kind to us? God has blessed our lives and our business and in the weeks ahead we will have an opportunity to share our faith and to hopefully be an effective witness for Jesus.
I know that this message will touch most of you because you are experiencing trials as we speak. All of you who get this e mail, stop what you are doing and pray for each other. Pray that no matter how strong the storm, how deep the water, how high the waves that our foundation would be unshakable. Pray that we would have compassion on those who are lost and understand that we were once lost. What good would it be for us to miss an opportunity to guide someone to Jesus just to try to protect our own agenda? 
 

ALL OF THIS LIFE HERE ON EARTH IS GOD'S AGENDA, NOT OURS!
 

When I was an unbeliever I was in the dark and I did not desire the light. If I had died then I would be in hell forever. By God's Grace and ONLY his Grace he saved me. Let our yes be yes and our no be no and let us not waver from the truth. TRUST in the Lord always and be compassionate no matter what the circumstances.
I thank the Lord for all of you and your prayers each day.
