"Hard Labor"
I was out of town all last week and things have been quite hectic. Sunday night my wife Julie got the Flu and was up all night. All day Monday she couldn't get out of bed. All I can say is "Let the games begin"! Watching a 3 and 6 year old all day and trying to snatch some business calls in the interim is difficult to say the least. I have a much finer appreciation for what mothers go through each and every day. Business is a breeze compared to being a cook, referee, teacher and I could name a whole lot more that mothers do in a day. I will have to say that our boys watched more movies yesterday, ate more Fruit Loops and whatever else they wanted than they have in the past year. I know, that's bad babysitting but I WAS DESPERATE!
I think I was desperate because of my selfish self. If I was consumed in seeing that Bryce and Chase had a good day it would have gone a lot smoother. Instead for the most part I was thinking about how much I had to do. In the whole scheme of things it is more important to build into our family than our work. Work is important and the Lord wants us to work with the best of our abilities BUT in priority it is the Lord and then our family that comes first. I found out a lot about myself yesterday and realized that most of my priorities need changed. 
In the morning I get up and pray and do devotionals, and then I'm off to work. I put a great deal of emphasis on work. The problem is I need to work hard but at times I forget 
 

Proverbs 16:9 "In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps."
 

NO MATTER what my plans are, the Lord WILL determine my steps. Since that is the case where do you think the Lord wants you and me to put our emphasis on? The Lord wants us to first of all to be saved. To acknowledge that Jesus came to this earth, lived a sinless life, died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for our sins and that whoever believes in Him and asks for forgiveness will inherit eternal life. The next thing Jesus asks is that we share the gospel with as many people as possible. How should we love our wives and our family? Jesus says in:
 

Ephesians 5:25 " Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her."
 

I have a lot of work to do in being a much better husband and father. It is tough being a servant, EXPECTING NOTHING in return. But since the Lord's outcome WILL PREVAIL we should seek the Lord first and then do the things that we think are important. If we seek the Lord first our hearts will be changed to be more like Christ and the decisions we make will hopefully reflect His will in our lives.
 

Are any of you men on child duty today? Good luck and remember to pray.
