HEAL ME

Healing only comes from the Lord. We have great doctors all over the world but if the Lord desires us not to be healed no medicine or doctors will have the right cure. So does some illness come from doing something right or wrong in the eyes of the Lord? Eating a cheesecake every night can make you overweight but in generality, No! In the gospel of John the people ask Jesus about a blind man and the people asked who sinned for the man to be blind his father or mother.

John 9:1-3 “As he went along, he saw a blind man from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi. Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind” “Neither this man nor his parents sinned”, said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”

You may be in the midst of a tough trial right now whether it is a life threatening or a chronic illness. You may have prayed and prayed and prayed some more and you wonder what you have done wrong. You may feel guilty and blame this on something in your past. If you are doing this STOP! I know it may be difficult but feel privileged for your infirmities because Jesus has felt that you are strong enough to handle this so that the work of God might be displayed in you. When you are in the hospital for chemo, or at work with a chronic illness people are watching how you handle this. If you handle it in the strength of the Lord you will encourage others not only in the faith but those who are searching for the Lord and don’t know it. Being strong in the face of adversity is contagious. Rely on the Lords power and strength and he will do great works in your life.

In the Old Testament when Israel was rebelling against the Lord the people wanted Kings to rule over them. During that time Elijah and Elisha were prophets of the Lord. There was a valiant soldier called Naaman that had leprosy. Elisha wanted him to know that there was a prophet in Israel so Elisha had him come to his home. Elisha said:

2 Kings 5:10, 11 “”Go wash yourself seven times in the Jordan and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.” But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy.

Naaman’s servants talked with him and said:

2 Kings 5: 13, 14 “Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more then, when he tells you, “Wash and be cleansed!” So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordon seven times, as the man of God had told him and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.”

FAITH IS NOT WORKS. We do good works as thankfulness for what Jesus has done for us, NOT as a way to get into heaven. Here was a man who had a perceived notion on how to be healed. Most of us have a perceived notion on how to be saved. Listen to this very carefully. Going to church, being baptized, confirmed, giving to the church and to the poor, being kind to others, taking care of your family and being a great parent and doing the best you can WILL NOT GET YOU INTO HEAVEN.

Elisha told this man something that didn’t make sense. But this man had to take the step of faith not Elisha. He could be saying, how can washing myself  seven times in the Jordan cure me, that is a dirty river? Just wave that magic wand over me. 

Ephesians 2:8,9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast.”

We have been saved by the grace of God when we ask him to forgive our sins, acknowledge that he lived and died and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for OUR sins. We ask Jesus into our life. We also ask Jesus to help us turn from the way we used to view life to love the things of the Lord and not the things of this world.” If you can pray to Jesus and ask him with a repentant heart you will be saved for now and eternity. 

You see a gift can’t be bought, even with a penny because then it is no longer a gift. A gift is freely given not earned. Jesus doesn’t want us to boast by saying “I went to church 70 times and you only went 7. I gave $ 1,000 dollars to the church and you only gave $ 10. God doesn’t want us to boast unless we boast about what God has done in our own life.

I would pray today that many of you would come to know Jesus. We have seen this year many tragedies’s as the world views it. People that have been taken before we felt it is their time. If you think you can put off this decision I would ask you to think again. Life is short, very short and you are not even guaranteed this afternoon.  

If this lesson teaches us anything I would like it convey to each and every one of you to not feel guilty but feel strong when trials come. Know that the Lord loves you enough to know that YOU can stand up under the pressure for God’s glory. Just think of the faith the Lord has in you. Also what may be a preconceived notion about getting into heaven by works is now put to rest. It is only by Gods grace and your faith in Jesus that will open the doors to heaven for you for eternity.

“Heal Me”! Pray that you could get to the point in your life where it is OK to be healed or not, whatever brings Glory to God. If you are hurting please let us pray for you as the Lord can give you his peace to get through the most dire of circumstances.

Have a great day.

Brad

