"Goals"
What are your goals? Each of us have them. Some may want to lose 20 lbs, or have a bigger house, a nicer car, have a family, be the top person in your organization or be the best you can be at what you are currently doing.
If we don't have goals we just go through life without life. Goals help us to stay focused and give us a sense of accomplishment. Have you ever wondered why most people die within a few years after retirement? Those who keep working live a lot longer. There has to be a purpose in our lives. There has to be something that keeps us getting up in the morning.
 

"What keeps you getting up in the morning?"
 

If you don't know then you need to find out. In order to have a goal we need to start at the beginning. So what is the beginning? First of all let’s look at what the bible says about our plans. Many years of my life was chaos because I didn't know the Lord and just did my own thing without any guidance or counsel. This is what the lord say about our plans.
 

Proverbs 16:9 "In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps."
 

Whether you like it or not, no matter how crafty you and I are, no matter how much education, no matter how much work and planning we put into a project, guess what, the Lord will have the outcome come out to what He wants no matter what we do. Since this is the case in any goal or decision, shouldn't we seek the Lord first? When I look back on my life, if I had followed this plan it would have saved me a lot of anguish and I may even have some hair left. In college I had an afro, where did it go!
OK, so now that we have a goal and we present it to the Lord for his approval then what do we do. We make sure that the goal we want is what the Lord wants. How do we know? We can seek the Lords answer through prayer, reading the bible, having fellowship with other believers and being open to getting a yes or no answer. How many times have we started off saying OK I'll ask the Lord already knowing that you are going ahead? Not good, and I'm speaking from experience. I have never known a plan to not have a glitch in it.
In our search for our son's help with autism we had to take a couple steps back. We realized that we were WAY OUT AHEAD of the Lord on this one. We sought many doctors, therapists, speech therapists and we didn't spend enough time seeking the counsel of the Lord. We were getting headaches, confusion; we were distraught and just emotionally drained. You know that this is not from the Lord. Our God is a God of order not a God of chaos. We had it in our heads to attack this head on and knew the Lord was there but let Him take a back seat and watch us work. Big Mistake! It's much better to let the Lord up front and for us to sit in the back. To do this takes discipline, patience and faith. Do you really believe Jesus can do what he says or are you trusting in your own self?
Every time I trust in my own self I fail. I'm not kidding. EVERY TIME I have tried to do something without the Lord in it I fail.
 

So where does this leave us. Goals are good. They are meant to help us get better. BUT first of all we need to make sure that that goal is one in which the Lord approves. Once we have the Lords blessing look out. When the lord is involved things will happen that will just astound you. Since God created the whole universe and you and me shouldn't we seek him first before we step out on our own?
Have a great week and if you have a goal started it still isn't too late to seek the Lord's direction.
