“From One Pit To Another”

Have you ever felt that the Lord delivered you once only to get thrown back in the pit again? You may be there now asking questions like, “I don’t know how much more I can take”, “What’s the use” or “God where are you?”  I think Joseph felt this way. Joseph’s only problem was that his brothers didn’t like him because his father Jacob loved Joseph more than his brothers. Joseph did two wrong things in his brother’s eyes. He wore a nice new robe and then told his brothers about a dream he had. He had said that his grain stood up straight and all his brothers grain bowed before him. OK, now they were mad. Into the well he went. Joseph was then sold to slave traders going to Egypt. He got to Egypt and got a job with Potiphar, one of Pharoah's officials “Because the Lord was with him”. I would be thinking if the Lord was with me why did I get thrown into the well and sold into slavery!! 

Joseph’s life was going pretty well until Potiphars wife accused Joseph of sexual misconduct and Joseph was thrown into prison. While in prison he met some men who were also there because they could not interpret one of Pharoah's dreams. BUT Joseph interpreted the dream but said to these other two men to help him. Of course for a period of time they did not and Joseph stayed in jail. But “Because the Lord was with Joseph the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in prison. 

Finally there came a time when Pharoah had another dream and they could not interpret it so they remembered Joseph, Joseph as cleaned up and brought before Pharaoh and Joseph interpreted the dream correctly for Pharoah because the Lord was with Joseph. Pharoah said in

Genesis 41:39,40 “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one as discerning and wise as you. You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.”

WOW!!!!!!

From Pit to Pit to the top. Not only that but Joseph had predicted a famine. When the famine occurred and they had stored gain for this all the other neighboring lands were without food INCLUDING Josephs family. God ALLOWED something bad to happen to Joseph for the good of all.

There are a number of things in this story to realize. Joseph was not a bad man but bad things happened to him, not once but many times. Sometimes we think if we go to church, pray, read Gods word and are kind to others that bad things will not happen to us. NOT SO!! Sometimes we may have to be in a few pits in our life so the glory of God can be revealed in our life. If Joseph would not have been sold into slavery the famine could have killed his whole family and many more families. Another thing to remember is that Joseph didn’t curse or get mad at God because of these trials. The bible though continues to say that during this time “The Lord was with Joseph”. He was with Joseph in the pit, in slavery, in Potiphar's house, in jail and in the triumph.

Joseph when first thrown in the well could have turned the switch from better to bitter. He could have said if this is what following God is all about I don’t need it. Ever felt that way? We need to remember God is God and 

HE MAY ALLOW US TO BE IN THE PIT FOR AWHILE TILL HIS PURPOSE IS ACCOMPLISHED.

The question today is “What will be your attitude in the pit? Will it be of sorrow and anger and hopelessness OR will it be of great anticipation to see what the Lord is going to do out of the trial? Joseph was in jail for more than two years. That’s a long time to wait with a family thinking you are dead. That’s a long time to wait upon the Lord WAIITNG FOR HELP.

If you are in the pit waiting for help God is busy every second of every day working out the plan that will eventually glorify your situation thorough Him. THEN you will see the finished PERFECT product, the handiwork of God. God never leaves us even though at times he may feel distant. God is busy, he never stops working on your problem, NEVER!! Today if you are in the pit with no way out take a deep breath and pray. Try to relax knowing that God's will, WILL be accomplished. You can either fight it and be bitter or try to be joyful and look for those hidden opportunities of greatness that come with a trial.

Start today by changing the way you think. IT IS NEVER TOO LATE. You can be a light in a dark world when you TRUST in Him. You can be better and not bitter when you TRUST in Him. 

Philippians 4:13 “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”

Not through us but through Him. No matter where you are on this journey YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR JESUS. Focus on Him and great things will happen.

Have a great day.

Brad

