“Forgive You, Yeah Right”

Forgiveness is at times a very difficult concept. This morning I want to try to make this as simple as possible. In order to truly forgive someone FIRST OF ALL you need to be saved. I think it is very hard even in the easiest of circumstances to forgive without the power and grace of the Holy Spirit helping you. If you are not saved then you do not have God’s Holy Spirit. If you are saved then you have a tremendous resource in your life to guide you.

Matthew 6:37 “Do not judge and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive and you will be forgiven.”

A lot of us have read this before but what does it really mean. Forgive and you will be forgiven. “Well they hurt me so bad that I can’t forgive them. Why would God expect me to forgive them when they did such a horrible thing to me?” I think of all the sexual abuse upon children by parents, relatives and friends. Not only is this appalling but how can these kids learn to love and trust again? To have nightmares of this and then to say “I forgive you” is a huge step of faith. Our natural selves would want to do something more drastic. I guess the word would be revenge.

The revenge process comes in many different forms. Someone at work may have gone behind your back and done something you thought was very inappropriate to get ahead of you. You are mad and want to make sure they know you are mad. Let us go over another passage and then tie the two together.

Matthew 18:22-33

I am not going to write this out but I encourage all of you to read this. Basically the story is this. A king wanted to settle accounts with his servants. A servant owed the king a huge sum of money the king replied in:

Matthew 18:25 “Since he was not able to pay the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.”

The servant fell to his knees and begged the King to be patient with him and that he would repay the debt. When the master saw the servant’s distress he took pity on him, CANCELLED THE DEBT and let him go. Now this servant also had a servant that owed him money, a much smaller amount than he owed the king. This servant who had just been forgiven this debt grabbed the servant by the neck and began to choke him. “Pay back what you owe me!!” The servant asked him to be merciful on him just as the other servant asked to be shown mercy from the master BUT HE REFUSED. He had him thrown in prison until he could repay the debt. When the king heard about this he called the servant and said:

Matthew 18:32-35 “...You wicked servant, he said, “I cancelled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had mercy on you? In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured until he should pay back all he owed. This is how my heavenly father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart.”

At some point in your life HOPEFULLY YOU HAVE MADE THAT DECISON TO CALL OUT TO JESUS TO BE SAVED, to ask for forgiveness of your sins and acknowledge that Jesus is God in the flesh.

WHEN YOU WERE STILL DEEP IN YOUR SIN JESUS FORGAVE YOU AND WIPED THE SLATE CLEAN.

NOW, since Jesus wiped the slate clean and then we can’t forgive those who do harm to us Jesus WILL NOT FORGIVE US. If you are having troubles or feel that something just isn’t right it may be something you are harboring against someone else. Forgiveness is a huge gift. It is cleansing, healing and pure. Not forgiving is like a cancer that will build resentment, give you high blood pressure, depression, hatred and dissension. 

NO MATTER WHAT SOMEON HAS DONE TO YOU, YOU NEED TO FORIGVE THEM WITH GOD’S LOVE!!!!!!!!!!!!! PERIOD.


I can tell you that all the sins we have done against Jesus, the son of God since we have been children are beyond repair. BUT in God’s infinite wisdom and grace He forgave us. We need to be able to do the same or it will not be done for us. 

I know this is tough but God forgave you YOU NEED to forgive others for EVERYTHING no matter how evil. 

YOU CANNOT FORGIVE IN YOUR OWN STRENGTH. 

Ask the Lord today to help you in this. Jesus wants us to talk with him and Jesus wants to help heal your pain. Really he does. Don’t always think of God as someone waiting to drop the other foot when you do something wrong. That is how the world wants you to think. Come to God and he will come to you. Forgive AND YOU WILL BE FORGIVEN. Give it all over to Jesus and he can do a much better job with those people who are persecuting you than you can, TRUST ME!!!

When you do, it will be like a thousand pound weight lifted off your shoulders. The Lord does say that this life will be full of troubles, that is why there is heaven. I guarantee that your life here on earth will take on a whole new meaning and peace when you can truly forgive no matter what happens.

Take care

Brad

