“Focusing On The Storm”

Mark 4:37-41 “A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to 

Him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” He got up. rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be Still!” Then the winds died down and it was completely calm. He said to his disciples, 

“Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” They were terrified and asked each other. “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”

It is easy for us to judge these disciples because we know the whole story. We know that Jesus was God in the flesh.  We know that Jesus died on the cross and rose for the dead to conquer 

death and forgive our sins. 

BUT the disciples in the boat were new at this. They saw Jesus do some miracles but their faith had not been strengthened by time and by trails. You see, in life it takes time for our faith to be strengthened. Just as a weightlifter doesn’t get strong in one session so is the same with us. It takes years for the trials of life, being weathered by the storms and seeing the faithfulness of Jesus for us to be calm in the storm. 

How can we rest in a storm like Jesus did? Now remember this wasn’t just any storm and they weren’t in a 50 foot yacht. They were in a small boat with the waves crashing over the boat. How could Jesus sleep? Wouldn’t it be nice to be able to sleep and relax in the fiercest of storms? The problem is we focus on the storm instead of the one who created the storm. Jesus knew that is was not his time to go to be with the Father. He was tired as was going to sleep. Let me tell you something right now that you need to understand and take to heart.

YOU WILL NOT LEAVE THIS EARTH BEFORE YOUR APPOINTED TIME.

Even before you were born, YES even before you were born your time to leave this earth was determined by God. No matter how much we kick, scream and cry when it is your turn to see the Lord IT IS YOUR TURN. SO in the meantime how can we rest in a storm?

FIRST OF ALL we need to be saved. If you are saved and still worry then you have a few things you need to get over. 

1. You are holding onto this life like this is your real home when it is not. 
2. You think the comfort, the now of this world is better than the unknown of heaven. 

3. To be with your loved ones on earth is by far better than being with Jesus. 
Sometimes we think we need to be here to raise our family or run our business. They can’t survive without me. I hate to tell you but yes they can. Jesus has a plan that is perfect and if he calls you to your real home then God will make perfect provisions for those left behind that are better than you being there. 

So we have covered some of the real objections then why can’t you still rest in the storm? How is your prayer life? Jesus often went to a solitary place to pray. Not just when the world was crashing around him but all the time. We need to do the same. Just having a prayer time when we are at deaths door doesn’t make much of a relationship with Jesus. How can we know Jesus or anyone for that matter if we don’t spend QUALITY time with them? Start today by setting aside some time to get to now the creator of the universe. You may say I’m too busy. I would say too busy for what. If you have deadlines to meet at work who do you think allows everything at work to happen? Isn’t it better to get to know the creator of the universe AND YOUR CREATOR first before you tackle the day? 

There will always be storms, always! If we can pray, ask for forgiveness of our sins, come clean before God, get to know God and know his power and grace, understand his perfect will for our life and HIS LOVE FOR US, then we can start to rest in the storms when the waves of pain and suffering start to wash over us. We all want that don’t we? There is no miracle cure for this feeling. Like there is no easy cure for losing weight. It is plain hard work and time. Time getting to know Jesus should be a priority for all of us. As we know the disciples end of the story and wonder why they worried Jesus knows our end of the story and he is telling us not to worry. 

Let today be the day to get off the merry go round of guilt, sorry, suffering and anxiety and let Jesus have it. Live this life more for others than for yourself and your life will be changed. Live this life as much as you can because your life may be demanded of you today. This is not a trail run for something else. Heaven is our real home IF WE ARE TRULY SAVED. So get ready for heaven and not build up for yourselves storehouses for this life. When you can focus on building treasure in heaven instead of this earth then wave after wave will be able to crash over you and you will rest and not worry. Now that is life. 

Have a great week.

Brad

