“Faith”

Hebrews 11:1  "Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see."
 

All of us at times struggle with our faith. "If I could only see a sign", "If God could only do_____ then I know he would be there."
A number of years ago we had a marriage retreat and about 15 couples sat around a circle. The object of the lesson was to talk about what God had done in all of our lives. One couple was in severe financial straights and told us a couple months back they had prayed that the Lord would meet their needs. The next morning groceries showed up on their steps. There was story after story of God doing miraculous things in people’s lives.
Many years ago when Julie and I had just gotten married and the company was just getting started we were to say the least financially ,"in the hole". We were down to our last quarters. I remember looking for money in the car. We could have asked Julies parents for money because they are so generous they would have helped us. But over the years I have learned that a quick fix usually isn't the answer and most of the times we don't allow God to work. It was Christmas time and we didn't have a lot for gifts and we knew we needed to tithe. Tithing can be one of the biggest blessings when you are short of money. 
 

YOU CAN'T OUT GIVE GOD.
 

We had given our money with a joyful spirit because we know that any money, resources, talents and possessions is from God anyway. So we gave and prayed. The next day a Christian brother of mine who was passing through Phoenix stopped to wish us a Merry Christmas. He asked how we were doing and how the business was. I told him that even though it was tight God had provided for ALL of our needs. He left after a great visit and 10 minutes later the doorbell rang. It was Jim again. He gave me an envelope and I asked him to come back in but he said he was late and had to go. When Julie and I opened the envelope there was $ 120 dollars in it. Not $ 100 or $ 150 dollars but $ 120 dollars. You know what we gave in tithe? We had given $ 120 dollars.
If you look around and you write down the events of the day you will see God working miracles everyday in your life. 
But the real truth is God wants us to live by faith, not by miracles.
 

John 20:29 "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."
 

Thomas was a doubter. We have all been there. Thomas had said in John 20:25 "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my fingers where the nails were, and put my hand in his side, I will not believe it." Jesus then appeared to Thomas after the resurrection and told Thomas to put his hand in His side and his finger in His nail scarred hands. Thomas then said in verse 28 "My Lord and my God."
 

If you were to have written down all the events in your life you too would say "My Lord and My God." You would see healing, salvation, protection, love and a knitting together of relationships you couldn't have even dreamed possible. God is at work EVERY minute of your life.
 

Lets all try to live by faith. We can only do this through prayer, not just on Sunday but all through the week. Having fellowship with other believers, reading of Gods word and being a servant to others. Most of the time it's easier to give money to others and hope they do the work. TAKE TIME to be a servant and encourage one another. How many times do we say to someone "How are you doing" being shocked and thinking I don't have time to hear this when they tell us? Make the time to be a servant to Jesus, to your family, friends and strangers.
Have a great week and BELIEVE.
