"Eternal Perspective"
Julie and I have been blessed to have an awesome Sunday School class that feels like an oasis in a desert. Everyone in this class is GENUINELY interested in each other. If we miss a couple Sundays for travel or for sickness we get a call from someone just to see if we are all right. Our teacher has a wonderful heart for the Lord and he portrays the attitude of a true servant. This is truly the body of Christ.
Each week all of us in the class get a list of the weeks prayer requests. This morning I received the prayer requests and a couple of those requests I wanted to talk about.
 

* Neighbors lost 20 month old son to cancer
* Co-Workers wife diagnosed with MS
* 8 month old baby needs a liver transplant
* A friend diagnosed with cancer
* Sister in law lost baby this past week
 

My heart aches after reading these requests but I have a bigger issue after reading these. I have let my work be my God and I am so sorry in my soul for that. Julie and I were praying last week and I realized that certain things were really starting to bother me. The things that were bothering me were things at work that I couldn't control. In my prayer life my mind would drift to the point where I would be in a meeting, or selling another program. I would ask the Lord to forgive me and after a few moments I would be back again in another meeting. I could sense that my conversation with the Lord wasn't what it used to be. I needed revival in my life. 
For the past week I have pondered this and realized that this just didn't happen overnight. When I came to know the Lord as my Savior on November 29, 1992 I was down and out. I had nothing and at times I wish I could go back to that place in my heart. I need to strip away all the things of this world and let God be in control again. The Lord has given me:
 

* Salvation
* Awesome Family
* Great Job
 

The great job herein lays the problem. When I was destitute I desired more than anything to get out of debt. Now that our company is doing well I'm trying to speed up God's plan to be financially secure. I have put my job ahead of God. This past week has been good for me to reflect on what is important and to get my priorities straight. 
As I look at the prayer requests above, if my wife or sons had cancer the last thing I would be thinking about would be my job. I pray that I wouldn't need drastic things to happen to me so that I would keep my eyes on Jesus.
THINGS can keep us from having a wonderful relationship with the Lord and our family. Do you have something that is keeping you from having a great relationship wit the Lord? 
I'm fortunate for a loving God, wife, family and church. Do you have safety measures in your life that can give you an eternal perspective? By eternal perspective I am talking about, what are doing today that will make an impact for eternity?
 

1 John 2:15-17 "Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world - the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does - comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever."
 

A great song:
 

"Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in his wonderful face
and the things of earth will grown strangely dim
in the light of his glory and grace."
 

Lets all turn our eyes upon Jesus, not on work, not on a boat, house, car or_______________. Let us all pray that the Lord would break the bondage of the things that are keeping us from having a wonderful relationship with him. Pray that our cravings would be to get to know Jesus better and the things that entangle us now will grow strangely dim and pass away.
Keep on keeping on in the faith. Don't be discouraged but keep focused on the eternal not the temporal.
