Easter

Just a little over 2,000 years ago tonight Jesus was in the garden of Gethsemane asking God if there was another way out.

Matthew 26:38 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.”

Matthew 26:39 “My father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”

Matthew 26:42 “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”

Jesus was overwhelmed to the point of death. If you have ever been overwhelmed Jesus knows how you feel. Since Jesus was 100% man and 100% God he knows what you are going through. We cannot be superhuman as we may try to be. Jesus the creator of the universe was overwhelmed, overwhelmed to the point of death. He first asks God if there is another way out. Then after praying again he says if it is not possible then “May your will be done.”

When you go to bed tonight think back 2,000 years of what Jesus was going through. He wasn’t going through this pain and agony for himself;

HE WAS GOING THORUGH THIS PAIN AND AGONY FOR YOU AND ME.

Since Jesus was without sin it wasn’t Jesus who deserved to be on the cross, it was you and I. But because God needed a perfect sacrifice Jesus was the ONLY one who could save us. The next couple days take time to reflect the humiliation, ridicule and the excruciating pain of the cross that Jesus endured for you and me. You see, Jesus loved us even while we were still deep in our sin. Yet today there are still those who would put off making a decision for Jesus either because they feel it isn’t the right time or they just don’t believe.

There have been many prophets come and many prophets go but 

THERE IS ONLY ONE WHO HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD AND THAT IS JESUS.

When Sunday comes, REJOICE that our Savior has conquered death. So how does that help you and me? First of all Satan was defeated when Sunday came around. He was rejoicing on Friday when Jesus was crucified but when Sunday came around he was defeated. When we accept Jesus into our lives as Savior and Lord and accept him by faith Jesus sends His Holy Spirit to endwell within us. That same spirit will take us to heaven when we get rid of the tent we are currently living in. The same spirit that came at Pentecost to the first believers is the same sprit that you and I have who are believers of Jesus. Since Jesus conquered death and you and I are heirs to Jesus and we are guaranteed eternal life in heaven. Those who have not accepted Jesus as Savior are guaranteed eternal life in hell. Hopefully this Sunday you will have a much finer appreciation of the cost of heaven. It is something we cannot purchase through works by being good, going to church or giving to the poor. Ephesians 6:8,9 says that we are saved by grace not by works so that no one can boast. Jesus died a horrible death and rose from the dead so that whoever believes in him by faith, not works will inherit eternal life.

This Sunday rejoice that he has risen and has conquered death. A lot of us are paralyzed by the fear of death but don’t be. Eternity is a long, long time and the time spent on this earth is short. If you can look forward to the day when you will see Jesus face to face in the process your life here in earth will turn to abundance instead of worry.

Have a wonderful Easter.

Jesus has risen.

Amen and Amen

Brad

