“Don’t Give Up”

I have a long trip coming up tomorrow so I will be gone for a week. I will try to see if I can do dial up with my primary carrier because when I use an internet connection from another carrier the devotional list looks like SPAM and nothing goes out. Hopefully I will be able to get that corrected. 

I was telling someone the other day that when I started teaching a marriage builders class at our last church in Phoenix I could feel the evil one trying to discourage me. I would sometimes wake up with panic and night sweats. I could feel the presence of the evil one in the bedroom. I would start praying in Jesus name to bind the evil one. I would be so distraught that my clothes would be soaked. After praying for about 10 minutes I could sense the Lords peace and victory over this evil and I would go back to sleep.

This past week I was having lunch with our Sunday school teacher who was stepping down to spend more time with his family. This teacher and friend wanted myself and the current assistant teacher to help teach the marriage class. He had brought it up a few weeks ago if I would like to do it and after speaking with Julie it felt to be the right timing. Little did I know what was going to happen next. The minute I left the lunch where we were talking about the transition of taking over teaching I started to feel the evil ones presence again. I’m like “Not Again”; I thought I was passed being attacked. I have a big trip coming up this week where I also get to speak to a high school group, a singles class and the chapel at a bible College in Phoenix. Also yesterday my heart started having weird palpitations. It would add an extra beat and not only that but I had thought of canceling my trip. I prayed with Julie because I knew what was happening. The evil one doesn’t want me to share the gospel or be an encouragement to anyone. Julie and I prayed this morning and as we were praying I could feel the victory of the Lord casting out the discouragement, fear and overwhelming doubt of the evil one.

1 Peter 4:12,13 “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”

Are you experiencing things in your life that may not make sense? Are you suffering what you think are needless trials and persecution. REJOICE, YES REJOICE because God has great things planned for you. 

THE EVIL ONE HATES IT WHEN YOU WITH THE LORDS HELP TRY TO SNATCH SOULS THAT HAVE BEEN DESTINED TO HELL ARE THEN TURNED OVER TO JESUS AND HEAVEN.

We are in a spiritual battle EVERYDAY. If you aren’t feeling the pressure either you aren’t rocking the boat or the Lord has a time of rest before the battle begins again.

I am going to ask this of you and I will pray this for you also. I would pray that no matter what harm or trial or sickness or evil practice is ahead of us that we would NOT GIVE UP. I would pray that even though the battle will rage, that we may wake up with night sweats, that we may feel a burden so tough that we need to fall on the ground that we would NOT GIVE UP. Chances are that if we stopped sharing the gospel then the enemy would retreat. 

LET US, IN THE LORDS POWER, SAY BRING THE BATTLE ON!  Your soul was at stake and someone ministered to you to save you from hells grasp. Let us be ACTIVE in the army of the Lord. Let us not be afraid of what persecution lies ahead. Jesus knew what was ahead of him. He suffered a horrible death on the cross to save you and I from eternal life in hell. Let us also go out into the world with NO FEAR no matter what the evil one brings. This world will be full of many trials but the glory that awaits us is far better than the pain we would ever experience here on this earth.

Please pray that each one of us WOULD NOT BACK DOWN, even when the war is raging. Pray that in the power of Jesus name that we would have the courage to be like David in the face of Goliath. Pray that we would know that the Lord will be the victor and that we need to be a pure vessel that he can use. The battle and the war are raging as we speak. Are you ready to jump in if you haven’t done so already? Souls are at stake. Jesus saved you and I form death. How much more should we stand on the side of Jesus in battle for the sake of those who face eternity in hell?

Have a great day and continually pray that each one of us would stand firm in the faith NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS.

Take care

Brad

