"Does The Lord Hear You And Me?"
Psalm 22:2 "O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer....."
 

Psalm 22:11 "Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help."
 

As you know David was a Godly man who desired to know the Lord in almost everything he did. From a boy when he killed Goliath to defeating Saul and the armies that fought against Israel, God gave David favor. I think one of the most troubling aspects of David's life was his relationship with Saul. David did everything he could to please Saul. Saul's only reaction was jealousy because Saul knew that the Lord was with David. The spirit of the Lord left Saul who was commander and king and David had this power. Saul from then on tried to kill David. David did all the right things and Saul still pursued him. Ever been there?
 

Have you done all the right things to or for someone and they still treat you with hostility or neglect? David feared for his life but he did trust in the Lord for deliverance. One night David could have killed Saul but David spared his life. The reason David prospered is because:
 

David feared and trusted God more than he did Saul. He also knew where his strength and deliverance lied. The Psalms are a great book on the outpouring of David's heart when he was in anguish. All of us can relate to times when the Lord seems far away, but is He?
 

Jeremiah 9:7 "..See I will refine and test them...."
 

If God had delivered Saul to David and had reconciliation in the beginning of David's youth then David wouldn't have known the power of God. If God had delivered you and me from ___________________before we had a chance to go through it we wouldn't have seen the power of God, we wouldn't have been on our knees seeking the Lord and we wouldn't have been so joyous when the Lord brought us out on the other side.
 

When a blacksmith molds a horse shoe he just doesn't put the horse shoe in the fire for a second, pull it out and it's a finished product. First of all:
 

1.  Fire has to be made and the heats turned up or in other words conflict is coming.
2.  Once the fire is the hottest it can be the blacksmith lays the steel in the fire and leaves it there. How many times have you felt that you have been left in the fire and forget about?
3. The blacksmith leaves the steel in the fire so the blacksmith can mold and shape the steel. The question is "How long do you and I have to be in the fire till we are pliable enough for God to start molding us. I was in the fire till I was 38 years old. I was a hard piece of steel that needed to take a lot of heat before I would bend.
4. After the steel is pliable then the blacksmith stars to beat on the metal to shape it. Have you ever felt beaten and just couldn't go on?
5. When this process is all finished the blacksmith puts the horse shoe in water and cools it off and the steel becomes hardened. To come out on the end of a trial is pure exhilaration. You can look back and see the Lords handiwork in ALL that happened.
 

Don't be discouraged when you cry out to the Lord and your problem is not fixed right away. The tougher the problem usually the more refining. For the most part we don't learn things when we are delivered immediately. If Daniel had been saved before he was put in the lions Den or in the fiery furnace, not only would he have missed a huge blessing but many came to know God because of what God did for Daniel.
 

"Are you willing to wait upon God when the fire is the hottest?"
 

When the fire is the hottest and there seems to be no hope remember that the Lord is with you EVERY step of the way. It is not a pleasant experience when you are molded. It sometimes takes a word or a hammer, in my case it took a hammer but I am so grateful for the fire of 38 years of suffering. I know the Lord is my deliverer, redeemer and friend. Do you know that also?
 

The next time the fire starts to get hot, rejoice, because God is bringing something good your way. Good in the sense that the more we see his deliverance the more we will trust in him and him ALONE. 
Pray that the next time the fire gets hot that you would turn to God and pray that you would learn to trust and rejoice in him no matter what the circumstances.
 

We are only on this earth a short period of time. Let’s make the most of every opportunity that the Lord gives us. 
Have a great week,

Brad

