“Do You Have The Right Key?”

Our 7 year old Chase gets into just about everything that isn’t nailed down, locked, hidden and buried. A symptom of Autism is lining things up. Chase will take DVD boxes and line them up in perfect order. While it may look good it doesn’t help his overall progress. He loves the Cheerios box and a number of other things so I had to put a lock on the kitchen cabinet where we hide all the prized possessions. That is Chase's prized possessions. I also had to put locks on all the doors of the bedrooms so Chase can’t get in and start lining things up. I put the kind of locks on where you have to insert a piece of straight metal to open the lock. This was a great idea for the first couple weeks until Julie and I lost all the keys. Then we couldn’t get into any room in our house. 

Thank goodness for Bryce’s Lego guys. We now use all the Lego swords and light sabers to get into the doors. The bad news was that Chase saw what we were using and he started using them. Foiled again. So we then hid the keys in the cabinet with the other lock that we only have two of. Problem is I lost one of the keys so in order to get in this I have to ask Julie for the key or she has to ask me. Yesterday we found a key in Chase’s shoe. Yes, his shoe!! Apparently he is better prepared than we are. I locked myself out of my office yesterday and I had to ask Chase for a key. Now if I have to ask Chase for a key what is the use of having keys???? I tell you it’s maddening. Besides the bible the key is the most prized possession in our house. Oooops, Chase just got the key to the cabinet (we only have one and I can never find it but Chase just did). He now has access to the outside. Julie said what does that matter since now he can just open the window and crawl outside? HELP!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

This brings me to a thought of something I learned in Evangelism Explosion. This is the best course I have ever taken on sharing my faith. One of the analogies is about a key. The analogy says that say you have a bunch of keys on your key ring. In our case that would be about 50!! Now no matter how hard I try to get into that kitchen cabinet ONLY ONE KEY WILL WORK. Painful but correct. Believe me I have tried other keys just like a crook trying to get into a safe but to no avail. That is the way it is with heaven. Only one key will work as only one person will work. There are a lot of other religions in our world today and many types of faith BUT ONLY ONE WILL UNLOCK THE KEY TO HEAVEN.

What key are you trusting in to get into heaven? Are you trusting in the good deeds you have done, the times you have served for Jesus, the times you have put money in the offering plate or the time you were baptized or confirmed? If so you have the wrong key. They key to heaven is this. At some point in your life you have to confess that you are a sinner, that Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for your sins and to purchase a place in heaven for you. If you have made that confession OF FAITH from your heart and meant it then 

YOU HAVE THE KEY TO HEAVEN.

Ephesians 2:8, 9 “For it is by grace you have been saved through faith and this not from yourselves it is the gift of God not by works so that no one can boast.”

Please don’t rely on service and works for getting into heaven. If we could then Jesus died on the cross for nothing. We do good works ONLY out of thankfulness for what Jesus has done for us. So the next time you look at a key think of the key to heaven. There is only one. Make sure you have the right key.

Have a great day out there and be kind to all those you come in contact with NO MATTER HOW THEY TREAT YOU.

Take care

Brad

“Are You Too Comfortable?”

