"Decisions, Decisions"
Life is made up of decisions. What should I have for dinner down to should I go through with this operation. The Lord has given us a free will because God doesn't want us to love Him because we have to. He wants us to love Him because we want to. But since we do have a free will we can choose to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of our life or we can put it off. This is the biggest decision of our life because it deals with eternity in heaven or eternity in hell.
Let me try to make the truth of the gospel very simple.
 

Since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, we are forever separated from God by our sin. Have you ever noticed that babies fight over toys with other kids? Sin is in all of us and it will never leave us while we are still here in our earthly bodies.
 

1 John 5:13 says that the bible was written to show you how to inherit eternal life. So here we have a road map on how to inherit eternal life. When I say inherit, that means we are given it, we can't earn it.
 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 "For it us by grace that we have been saved through faith and this not from ourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works so that no one can boast."
 

Getting into heaven is God's gift to us. We cannot earn it by works. Going to church every Sunday, teaching a Sunday School class, being baptized, going to confession, being confirmed, being kind to others and giving all your money to the poor. 
 

WILL NOT GET YOU INTO HEAVEN.
 

We do these things as saying thanks for what Jesus has done for us but we cannot earn our way into heaven.
 

Here is the problem. On one hand God loves us with an everlasting love but on the other hand God cannot allow any sin into heaven. That's why heaven will be such a great place. There will be no sorrow, no tears, no pain and no bills. 
 

In our world today a lot of us have forgotten that God is just, he will punish sin. A lot of people say "God is love, he loves everyone." That is true but he still must punish sin because he is a righteous God.
 

So if we are all sinners and sin cannot be allowed in heaven HOW DO WE GET THERE?
 

Over 2,000 years ago Jesus Christ was born. God sent his only son to this earth who was born of a virgin. Jesus was 100% man and 100% God. That is the only way that Jesus could have led a sinless life was for Him to be God in the flesh. He died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for our sins, not His, so that through faith in him we could inherit eternal life.
 

How can I have this faith? There are a number of types of faith. First of all faith in Jesus is not an intellectual faith. An intellectual faith is saying, "I believe in Jesus like I believe in George Washington". I believe that he lived and that he died but I don't believe he can do anything for me now.
The second type of faith is a temporal faith. A temporal faith is one where you pray and ask Jesus for help when you are sick, have a big test coming up, are having trouble in you marriage but when the crisis is over you go back to life without Jesus.
True faith in Jesus is called a Saving Faith. 
 

Acts 16:31 "Trust in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, you and your household."
 

What is this type of trust? Let’s say you are at the airport and see a plane going to Europe and you are to get on that plane. You know that this plane is going to Europe and that it can get you there. The key point to this is that the plane is going to Europe but if you don't stand up, get out of the seat in the boarding area, go in that plane and sit down then you won't be going to Europe.
A lot of times in life we sit still. We know Jesus can get us to heaven but we are content to sit and watch from a distance. It isn't until we get up in faith and go to Him and ask for help. Our free will, will keep us from Jesus or bring us to him. It's up to us. Are you willing to say "Jesus, I am a sinner? Please come into my life, forgive me for my sins. I know that you died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for my sins. Please take control of my life and help me to grow in the faith." If you just said these words and meant in from your heart THEN you will spend eternity in heaven. 
Are you trusting now in Jesus or are you still trusting in yourself? This is the biggest decision of your life because what you choose to do now will last for eternity. 
Are you going to get on that plane or are you content to sit in the boarding area waiting to see what everyone else is doing. 
 

If you are content to sit in the boarding area and still want to control your life, let me tell you the last words Jesus says in the bible.
 

Revelation 22:20 ..."Yes, I am coming soon."
 

Don't wait too long, you may miss the departure. Have a great week, Brad

