Death, The Big Bad Wolf

We all know the story, “I’ll huff and puff and blow your house down”. The big bad wolf in today’s world is Satan. When we build our foundation with straw it won’t take much to destroy it. The ones whole build a solid foundation will not be moved.

Jesus was sleeping in a boat with his disciples in the middle of the Sea of Galilee when a big storm came up. The disciples became terrified and woke up Jesus. 

Mark 4:40 “”Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

What were the disciples afraid of? They were afraid that they were going to die. Even before we were born the Lord has picked a date when we will leave this world. We cannot outrun an earthly transformation. I don’t like to say anyone died because no one can die. Listen to me very intently. What makes you, you is your soul and it will live for eternity. The body that TEMPORARILY houses your soul will one day be cast off and at that point in an instant you will be standing before God. If you have accepted Jesus as Savior and Lord of your life BEFIORE you got there you will enter heaven and be with Jesus FOREVER. If you have thought that Jesus was a fake or that you would put this decision off to a later time then you would be in for a very rude awakening. Jesus will look at you and see that you name is not in the Lambs Book of life and you will spend eternity in hell, FOREVER separated from God. 

So, if you have made that decision to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of your life you will spend eternity in heaven. Your soul will live forever in paradise. Jesus is saying “Why are you afraid?” If you die an earthly death why be afraid, you will be in paradise immediately. The more we cling onto the things of this world the more anxious we will be. We may even be clinging onto past hurts, past abuses, past failures or things of today like money, fame and fortune. 

A lifetime of service to God does not mean that bad things won’t happen. John the Baptist came and preached repentance and prepared the way for Jesus. What did he get in return? He got beheaded. BUT after being beheaded he was in paradise. People that have plastic surgery are just prolonging the inevitable. Death will come to everyone’s doorstep. The question is are you ready? 

Is your house (body) built on a solid foundation of trusting in Jesus for EVERYTHING or are you trusting in your bank account, title, status, stocks and ___________?  There have been so many payer requests lately of people that are going through some tremendous trials. We pray for these that God would heal them and give them comfort. But one day there will be something that takes us home if we are a believer. 

A good friend of mine was going on a mission trip and I said "aren’t you afraid to eat or drink something that may make you sick?” He said, “You have to die of something”. Even though this was funny this was TRUE. We ALL have to die of something but we 

WON’T BE DEAD, WE WILL JUST BE TRANSFORMED.

So what does all this mean? It means not to worry about you life. Jesus is either in control or he isn’t. Jesus does not want our faith as though waves tossed back and forth. Jesus wants us to have a firm faith on a firm foundation. Jesus and Jesus alone. Where are you on that journey? Do you see this world as the big bad wolf around the corner or do you lead a life that says “Bring It On?” We cannot be a truly effective witness when we are so consumed with ourselves that our self centeredness blocks out “others centered”. Jesus was all about others centered and being a servant.

Pray today that you would see this life in a different light. This life was meant to be lived with compassion, not fear and grumbling. Don’t let the evil things of this world distract you from God’s truth, love, faithfulness and eternal protection.

Be strong and courageous today. There is a big bad wolf and his name is Satan. But as believers in the name of Jesus he has no power over us when our foundation is Jesus. Let the trials come and blow and blow and blow. SO WHAT? The house will not come down.

Have a great day and DON’T WORRY.

Take Care

Brad

