DO YOU WORRY WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK OF YOU?

It is human nature to want to be liked by others, to be in the IN crowd, to be invited to all the best functions. We all hate to be left out of THE GROUP. Where does this desire come from? I think a lot of this is our insecurity. We don’t want to be left out; we don’t want to be looked at as weird or not up to date on fashion and status. But what are we really insecure about. Are we insecure that people will go around the office and say, “Did you see what she or he was wearing?” “Did you see what they drove up in?” “Do you see how they think they are better than anyone else?” No matter who you are

YOU WILL NEVER HAVE IT ALL TOGETHER.

The key point in all of this is that you have to get to the point in your life where you are OK in saying “Who Cares”. Easy to say, tough to do.

Bartimaeus was a blind man and a beggar. You can’t get much more to be insecure than this. Can you imagine the things said to him? “Get a job”. “Quit Begging.” “What sin did you do to lose your sight?”

Mark 10:46-52 “ …….a blind man, Bartimaeus was sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you”. Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.” What do you want me to do for you”, Jesus asked him. The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” Go said Jesus, your faith has healed you. Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.”

Picture this, you are sitting in darkness with people talking and saying, “Here Jesus comes.” You have heard of his miracles but do you have faith to actually call out. In darkness are you willing to even open your mouth? “What will people think, will Jesus even hear me?”  All of a sudden you get the urge to yell out “Son of David have mercy on me.” I’m sure people were saying, “Shut up you beggar, don’t bother Jesus, Jesus doesn’t want beggars bothering him.” Guess what, Bartimaeus had made up his mind that he wasn’t going to listen to insults. He was focused. Many people beside him told him to be quiet but guess what? Again Bartimaeus shouted out even louder “Son of David, Have mercy on me.” Chances are Bartimaeus didn’t even know what direction to yell in since he was blind. All he knew was that Jesus was near and he didn’t care who else heard him. As long as Jesus heard him that was all that mattered. Jesus stopped with a huge crowd around him and because of Bartimaeus’s faith Jesus healed him. 

You may be sitting in spiritual darkness, the darkness of depression, the darkness of guilt or anger or the darkness of insecurity right now. No matter what others may think are you willing to cry out to the Lord and ask him to help you, save you and restore you? If he doesn’t answer the first time and your friends are saying “You aren’t trying to get religion are you?” Are you still going to keep trying till you get an answer from Jesus?” It’s always easy to give up when you get the jeers of others. BUT, if you focus on Jesus all of that junk called insecurity, pride, boastfulness will go by the wayside. When we are willing to be OK with who we are in Jesus then it won’t matter what people say about you.

Listen very carefully, one day we will all stand before God and the ONLY thing that will matter is are you saved. Did you make the decision before you took your last breath on earth to trust Jesus as Lord and Savior of you life; did you ask him into your life for forgiveness of your sins and acknowledge that he rose from the dead so that we could inherit eternal life for those who believe in him? If you did then you have NO Worries. Don’t worry about insults from others. If you are a child of God you now have the power through the Holy Spirit instead of feeling mad or feeling insecure to feel compassion, yes compassion for those who are saying awful things to you. No matter how angry you may feel against someone it will be nothing compared to the awful feeling of knowing someone who did you wrong end up in hell. 

Can you put aside the petty differences of this world and focus on eternal life.? Jesus forgave us when we were dead in our sins. How much more should we forgive those who sin against us? We can’t accept the forgiveness of Jesus and then not forgive others. 

Today, make this the day that you turn all insults, persecution, troubles and concerns over to Jesus .The evil one would like us to handle that on our own and we will always look bad if we do. Live this life in the power of the Holy Sprit and then the evil one will look bad. 

If someone insults you today, remember, Jesus is sitting right beside you. Are you going to trust in him or are you going to trust in you own flesh. Pray before you strike back in any remark that is not pleasing to Jesus and then you won’t have any issues. Since you are already the child of a King, what can be better?

Have a great day.

Brad

