DID YOU OPEN ALL YOUR GIFTS?

Gold incense and myrrh were the first Christmas gifts ever given. Why? Because Christmas represents the birth of Jesus and the wise men were the first to offer presents. Thus a tradition was started. The older I get the more the giving at Christmas bothers me. I think it bothers me because we forget why we are giving out presents. I doubt that the story of Jesus is brought up or pondered most Christmas mornings. I doubt if Mary said to Joseph, “Why don’t you get gift receipts from those wise men so we can trade that incense in for diapers when they leave! We don’t need myrrh so let’s take it back and get cash so we can get something we really need.”

It seems that the holiday spirit has transformed itself into the holiday party. In America we are truly blessed. We are blessed with the freedom to worship where we want. We are able to make a good living to support our families and the opportunities are endless. The problem with this is that we can become lazy. In foreign countries especially China more Christians are coming to know the Lord than in the United States. This is because when people are persecuted they have only one way to go, Jesus! When you have everything you need, most people think they did it on their own and they can put off Jesus for another day. We are treading on very dangerous ground in this country because we are becoming too complacent. 

I can remember getting a ton of presents as a child and being mad because I didn’t get that go cart I wanted. We had a lot of family in town this year and the kids received so many presents that they lost interest in the ones just opened. In a perfect world the best thing to do would be to get up Christmas morning, read the Christmas story in Luke 2:4-20, open ONE (1) present to symbolize the joy of giving and receiving and spend the rest of the day enjoying family and friends. If something doesn’t fit or it isn’t the right color then give it to goodwill because someone probably needs it more than you or I do.

I am blessed to have a great family, mother, in laws, grandmothers, and brother in law and sister in law, nephews and nieces. There is another member of my family that I cannot reach, my brother. I am sad that I have not been able to have a relationship with him. I know God is working in his life but my joy at Christmas would be for him to have been with me. You are probably the same way. There is probably someone in your family that you desire to be with that you would give anything for them to be sitting at the Christmas table with you.

I enjoyed getting some VERY thoughtful gifts this year but I see all over the United States people missing the Spirit of Christmas. I say the Spirit because without the Holy Spirit there is no lasting joy. After all the presents are opened and you don’t know Jesus then it is just another day. BUT, if you do now Jesus then the presents should be a reminder of the wise men who gave gifts to a baby that would change our world forever for all those who believe in Him. Do you believe AND TRUST in Jesus as your Savior? Or do you believe Jesus just lived and died and that we have a fun day called Christmas to use as a reason to open presents?

Hopefully this Christmas season you were able to set aside some time to reflect that the greatest gift to you is your salvation. Jesus gives it freely for All those who have believed that he is the Christ and that he died and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for our sins. Heaven is the best present we could ever get. This coming year let us all try to give much, much more than we could ever receive. We live in a material word where more is thought to be better. Just look in people’s garages and attics to see where all that good stuff has gone. Instead of accumulating this year start to give things away. Not only give away the material but give of your time, your love, your compassion, your tears to those who are in need. 

You see, Christmas can be everyday when we give and give freely. Without Christmas we would have no Savior. God gave his only son to this world so that whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. That is the gift worth opening. Has that gift been sitting under your tree for many years and you have put off opening it? Now is the time to reelect on your life and realize that material things come and go but the love of the Lord and His salvation last forever.

That is Christmas.

Have a great day and year ahead in the Lord.

Take care

Brad

