Caution Trials Up Ahead!

Seeing those words would be all I need to see to turn around. Trials are tough enough especially when you know they are coming. Most of us treat trials like the plague. Run as far and as fast as possible away from them! I love to read about the Apostle Paul. He was from Roman inheritance but while in Jerusalem was in favor of hunting down Christians and seeing that they were punished, even to death. On the road to Damascus the Lord blinded Saul (Paul) and told him that he must suffer for the name of Jesus. Paul’s transformation was so strong that he gave it all up for Jesus. One of the reasons I love Paul is that he gave it all up and didn’t look back. I think most of us are like Lot’s wife who looked back and was turned into a pillar of salt. We cannot truly move forward in life till we leave all that OLD STUFF behind and NOT LOOK BACK. That old stuff can be seeds of doubt, anger, insecurity, animosity, jealousy, greed, sorrow and pride. That old baggage will weigh you and I down so much that we cannot move forward. It is all we can do to take a step ahead.

Maybe right now in your life you feel like you are in quicksand and are not able to move, paralyzed into making decisions. 

Hebrews 12:1 “......let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Do you know what race is marked out for you?

When you don’t have any goals or plans you are not trying to figure out God’s pan for your life. You are existing instead of living. Most of us want to live a joyous life but with all the trials of this life we don’t know how to get beyond all the time consuming junk in our lives. Find a quiet place and pray today that you would start on a journey to throw off all that stuff that is hindering your walk with the Lord. What is hindering your time with family and friends? You know what it is. You just have to sit down long enough to write it out and THROW IT OFF. Follow Jesus, not the things of this world.

A lot of times we are afraid to throw off anything because we are in a weird way “Comfortable” in the same old pattern. Change sometimes hurts and we don’t want to hurt anymore than we have to. The only time we really move out of our comfort zone is when the pain of staying is more than the pain of leaving.

The apostle Paul was going to be heading to Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit told him to go but the Holy Spirit also said that “prisons and hardships are facing me”.

Acts 20:22:24 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.”

Now that is where I would like to get in my thought process and I’m sure you do too. This is the ultimate living of saying “BRING IT ON”. What you do may hurt me physically but I am saved, the child of a King, having a secure place in heaven which is better by far than living here on earth.” You see most of us are comfortable in what we know. Since we haven’t seen heaven most of us are more comfortable here on earth. BUT if you could get a glimpse and feel heaven for just a moment NOTHING ELSE ON EARTH WOULD MATTER EXCEPT FOR SHARING THE GOSPEL, NOTHING!

Trails will always be up ahead. When we cower down, don’t step out in faith and take the easy way then we are trusting in ourselves instead of God. Doesn’t it make sense to trust in the one who created this world, you and I, the one who holds the oceans back every day, the one who keeps the planets and billions of stars in place and knows every hair on your head? That is the one true God, the one we need to trust in. The next time a trial starts coming PRAY, then go out in the Spirit of God holding your head high knowing you can have victory in the person of Jesus.

When we get older we think we are supposed to slow down but I am here to tell you it is just the opposite. Let us finish the race strong. Let us make a difference in this life. Don’t let the evil one tell you that you are nothing because when you are saved Satan cannot harm you. He may be able AFTER HE ASKS GOD to do some things that will make you stronger in your faith but you never have to worry about Hell again. When we are more interested in heaven and leading others there than we are in the comforts of this life then LOOK OUT; you will not only finish the race strong but with unspeakable joy.

Forget the trails up ahead, run the race set out for you in the strength of the Lord and nothing you do for God will be impossible.

Have an awesome day.
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