Boasting

There is a reality show on TV where the main character is saying I did this, I did that, I am doing this, I am doing that, I,I,I. It is easy in this world where we are viewed based upon our performance to make it sound like the credit should go our way. Fortunately God sees things just the opposite. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:31 “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”
 
The reason we say this is
 
1. God created us and GAVE US our talents. We may have refined them but God gave them to us. 

 
 
Proverbs 16:9  “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.”
 
This is one of my favorite passages of scripture. No matter how crafty, slick or smart we THINK we are, we can plan our day, our year or retirement BUT the Lord will direct the final outcome. Since the Lord directs the final outcome how can we say, “I did this” or “I did that” or “I’m going to do this?” WE CAN’T. Our lives are in the hands of the Lord.
I am very fortunate to have two Christian partners. We know the Lord is in control and the first time we start thinking “ I am in charge of this, or I’m running that” things will start to go downhill. Our business needs to be a testimony to the Lord. None of us should have titles, our titles should be “Servant of Jesus”. We are on this earth to serve Jesus and to lead others to him, NOT TO SERVE OR BRING GLORY TO OURSELVES.
 
We all know people who boast. If this is a problem the best we can do is pray for them. If you have an issue with this every time you say “I” stop and think about that. It is much better to say “We”. If someone says “how did you do that?” Start by saying “We” did this by such and such a way. We all get help and if you are one person operation your help comes from the Lord. It is never “I”. Once you start saying “We” not only does this take the burden off but it helps keep you from being a boastful person. 
 
The more people say “I” or drop names of people they know it’s usually a lack of self esteem. Confronting a friend in love sometimes works but prayer is the best response. In a “Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren the first sentence says:
 
“IT’S NOT ABOUT YOU”
 
Ouch! And Ouch again! I have a lot to learn in being a servant. I still do things, even sub consciously excepting something in return. That is human nature. But when we are saved we are a new creation and are changed. Start today by using the power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus has given you if you are saved to change. It is up to you. Jesus could have came to this earth and been a King but never boasted and chose to be a servant, even to death on the cross. He did this so that you and I could have eternal life. Jesus did this, NOT US. Lets start taking “I” out of our vocabulary and giving the credit to Jesus and those around us.
Have a great weekend.
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