"Beta"
Philippians 2:14 "Do everything without complaining or arguing...."
 

When my wife Julie was in high school she had a foreign exchange student from Brazil come and live at their home. Almost 20 years later Beta has come back for a visit. She has been in this country over a year and has been staying with us for a couple weeks. The more I watch Beta the more I see how much I lack in the way of kindness and servant hood.
Julie and I were out shopping a couple days ago and Beta was watching our boys. We came home and saw the two boys running around the corner and there Beta was with a plastic hanger in her hand, a hat on and what looked like a sword in the other hand. They had just finished watching Peter Pan and they were all acting out the movie. Of course she was Captain Hook with the curved hanger. 
It's easy to give money to people and tell them, have fun, it's difficult to give people especially our family our time. As men a lot of times we feel that earning a living will take place of spending time but that is completely the opposite of the way we should act.
I asked Beta what the main difference was from Brazil to the United States. She said that in her country most of the people are so poor that they HAVE to depend on others. "If you run out of something you can just ask your neighbor and they will give it to you. Our door is always open (literally), and if people want to stop by for dinner they just come in. In your country it looks like you don't have time to get to know your neighbors."
What are we here on this earth for? Jesus says that this is one of our duties:
 

Matthew 28:19 "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations...."
 

How can we share the gospel with our neighbors if we don't know them? How are we going to share the gospel with our family if we don't know them either? In order to share with someone we need to earn the right to be heard. We need to meet people where they are, not where we are. We need to go and find out who they are, what they think, what they are troubled by and where they have been. We can't do that with just a wave.
I have seen Beta watch our children, clean, wash dishes and not grumble once. I know that in my heart I would be thinking, OK I washed the dishes, bathed the kids, ran the sweeper, NOW it's some quiet time for me. As I was praying this morning I realized how selfish I am. I do desire to be humble and a servant but realize how far I have to go.
Jesus could have come to this earth and have been a King. But he came to save us. He lived a sinless life, served others, not himself, and needed to die on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins, not His. He then rose form the dead to conquer death so that those who believe in Jesus by faith will have eternal life.
This Christmas morning, think back over 2,000 years ago what really took place. A Savior to all of us was born. We should thank God everyday for Jesus being born. 
If Beta wanted me to do something for her right now I would gladly say "what do you want, no problem." Just think if we treated others with compassion and became a true selfless servant. When it became time to share our faith people would listen. This Christmas, lets all try to take on the nature of a True Servant serving others without expecting ANYTHING in return.
Slow down, rejoice and show some joy in your life today. 
Have a great week, Brad

