"Be All You Can Be"
This slogan comes from an ad from the Armed Forces on recruiting. What does it mean to be all you can be and how does that relate to the Christian walk?
 

I have seen people work very hard and not get ahead and I have seen people scheme and get ahead. I have seen people work very hard and get ahead and I have seen people scheme and not get ahead. So what is the answer?
 

Proverbs 21:31 “The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the Lord.”
 

We can spend countless hours training, researching, scheming, playing politics to the point where we are totally exhausted. In the end no matter how hard you and I have tried to work, scheme, or play the game, victory WILL rest with the Lord and thank God for that.
 

As I go across the country I get to interact with a lot of different companies and people. I see companies that have their act together and I see companies that are in total disarray. The companies in total disarray usually have a leader that is out for themselves at all costs no matter who they may hurt in the process. Then there are those companies that stay quiet, do their own job, don’t boast or hold things over someone, don’t play the politics game and come out on top. 
 

WHAT IS REAL VICTORY?
 

Real victory from the Lord’s perspective is that all would come to repentance and trust in Jesus and Jesus alone for eternal life. That is the whole purpose of this life. In case you haven’t figured it out by now, WE AREN’T IN CONTROL. God is so much more that we cannot even comprehend His actions. What s better; to have material riches here on earth and end up in hell or to have trials here on earth and end up in heaven? If I had been given riches at a younger age I probably would have not come to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of my life. I was headstrong and believed I was in control. It wasn’t until I tried everything and failed miserably that I knew my strength did not lie in me but in Jesus. Some people can handle riches at an early age and give all the credit to the Lord. When much is given much is required. It is harder to handle a lot of money than not enough. If the Lord can use you to pass through money from you to his kingdom then that is great. The question is does it get stuck in your hands or are you OK to let it go to others.
 

Being all you can be is really learning to be a servant instead of a King. A lot of people will say I’m Ok with being a servant but treat me like one and that’s a different issue. We need to not only be a servant but be OK with being treated as one as well. Ouch!
 

Today when you start work, feed the kids, get ready for a presentation, or have the toughest meeting of your life REMEMBER,
 

No matter how much work, maneuvering, hours put in
 

THE VICTORY RESTS WITH THE LORD.
 

Since this is the case we need to start out each day with the Lord and get His take on the day. Pray that the Lord would give you the perspective of doing the best with the talents he has given you, work your best and leave it at that. God is so much more than a boardroom or a hospital room. To not be all we can be is not giving our full potential to the recourses the Lord has given us. BUT to think the victory is ours is self defeating. When someone pays you a compliment, or you win the biggest event of your life say “Thank You” and then in your mind point up to heaven because indeed when we put Jesus first we will always have the victory.
Have a great week

Brad

