“Auto Pilot”

There was a time in the early 1980’s that I was a pilot for an airline. The airplanes I flew did not have auto pilot so it was quite a task. In the airlines, the Captain will fly one leg and then the co pilot will fly the other. It was my turn to fly this particular leg. We were flying into Indianapolis late in the evening and the conditions were calling for moderate icing. En route we were picking up quite a bit of ice but when we started our decent we really started picking it up. All of a sudden the airplane started to shake like it was starting to stall. Years of training had taught me that anytime you feel this coming on you put on full power and if need be drop the nose so get extra airspeed. When we landed I could see the person directing us in looking intently at the right wing. When we unloaded all the passengers I went out to look under the wing. Under the wing there were these ugly looking icicles about 8 inches in length hanging under the wing. If I hadn’t been well trained things that evening could have been disastrous.
A number of years ago on a winter night near Detroit an airplane was in the same conditions trying to land with moderate icing. This crew had the luxury of an auto pilot. An auto pilot has a knob that you turn and the plane will turn, descend and track the course without you touching the controls. This particular evening the crew were watching the instruments and waiting for clearance to land. A few minutes later the plane started to shake , went inverted and impacted the ground with such force that everyone on the plane died instantly. You see, since the crew didn’t have their hands on the controls they couldn’t feel the stall before it happened.
 
ARE YOU ON AUTO PILOT IN YOUR CHRISTIAN FAITH?
 
It is easy to get up , go to work, come home go to church on Sundays, pray at night and think we are close to God. But really what we are doing is putting our life on auto pilot. We need to get back where we are hand flying again, not taking our hands off the controls. 
 
Ephesians 5:15,16 “Be very careful, then how you live, not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.”
 
We cannot take our hands off the controls. Satan is lying in wait for those who drop off, who take things for granted, who wander from the faith, who get lazy. Make this the day that you start taking you life back BEFORE it is too late. Ask the lord to help you come back to him where you did when you first believed. If you have not accepted Jesus as your Savior then make this the day. Cry out to him and ask for forgiveness and that he would come into your life. If life seems to overwhelming and you have given up, start by taking 1 minute then 1 hour at a time. Don’t think about EVERYTHING you have to do or should have done. Jesus can always give us a fresh start.  Trust in him and he will lead you from the darkness to the light. Get control by letting God be in control.
Have a great week.
Brad
