“Are You Too Comfortable?”

I went to a boy’s boarding school from 9th to 12 grades. It was quite an experience to say the least. This school was approximately 60 miles east of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. On certain occasions we would be able to sign up to ride the bus into the city for a sports event or a concert. This bus was probably used back in the 1940’s. It was old but comfortable. After the event was over we were coming back to the school and it was about 10:30 at night. It was winter and very cold outside. While the bus had heat (I think it had heat) it was still cold inside the bus. I had my coat on with this big strap that wrapped around the waist. I must have fallen asleep because the next thing I heard was 

GET OUT THE BUS IS ON FIRE!!!

Apparently the driver had left the choke on and had overheated the engine which then caught fire. You didn’t have to tell me twice to get out of a burning bus. I jumped up started to run out and STOPPED. The strap of my coat was caught somewhere in the back of the seat. While I was sleeping it must have gotten caught. I remember people passing me to get out and all I could do was tug harder and harder but to no avail. Finally my adrenaline kicked in and I gave it such a tug that it ripped the whole right side out of my coat. I made the mad dash outside to all my other classmates to stand on the side of the road till help arrived.

In my need to be comfortable I got caught in the seat. If I had been awake that would not have happened. A lot of times in this life we can become too comfortable and when the trial comes we are not ready for it. If you are working so that you can be very comfortable in your later years you may want to rethink that program. I know that this is contrary to everything you have heard but let me explain why.

Luke 12:18-22 “This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat drink and be merry.” But God said to them, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”

Ask yourself today, what and for whom are you storing up? It is amazing to me as I see some very wealthy people who are more miserable than those who are close to poverty. If your heart is not right the sin of acquiring more and more to be better and bigger than others will eventually rob you of ALL YOUR JOY. 

Matthew 13:22 “....the worries of this world and the deceitfulness of wealth....”

Why is wealth deceitful? It is the same way with money. God does not say that money is but God says that “The love of money is bad.”

Deceit - dishonest practice: the act or practice of deceiving or misleading somebody. 

So in actuality money can mislead you down the wrong path if YOU ARE NOT VERY CAREFUL.

There is a lot to be said about being debt free. The bible talks about being a slave to the lender. Those of you who have bills stacked up know what it means to feel like a slave to debt. But while we may want to be deft free if someone were to wipe our slate clean most would go back into debt again. To stop this

WE ALL NEED A HEART CHANGE.

We need to see that helping others more than ourselves is worth more than security. If your security is your job, 401 k plan, retirement, health and __________then you are storing up where “moth and rust will eventually destroy”. I’m not saying to go and sell everything and give to the poor. But what I am saying that 

THIS LIFE IS NOT MEANT TO BE HEAVEN.

This life is a time for our faith to be refined, a time to help others, to build others up, to be a Godly influence and not a prideful person showing off THINGS.

Don’t get too comfortable in this life as your life may be demanded form you today. If God were to call you today what would you leave behind? Would you leave behind a great legacy of friendships, or would you leave behind a lot of debt, bitterness, confusion and people fighting over your things? Let us all pray today that we would see money for what it is. It is a tool to do good for others. It is something we need to  live but not something we need to love and think about from the time we get up till the time we go to bed. Since God makes sure the birds of the air are fed how much more us? 

If your are storing up more than you need chances are you are not trusting God. Take inventory today of your heart and your direction and if need be ask the Lord to help you to change. Being comfortable in this life is a heart issue and not a money issue.

What is your legacy going to be?

Take care

Brad
