"Are You Too Busy For Jesus"
When the Lord had brought the Israelites out of Egypt and they were getting ready to enter the Promised Land west of the Jordan River, Moses spoke these words:
 

Deuteronomy 6:10-12  "When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you - a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, houses filled with all kinds of things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant - then when you eat and are satisfied, be careful that you do not forget the Lord...."
 

I'm preaching to myself on this one. My life could go something like this. 
 

"When God protected you from yourself even when you didn't believe in him, when God restored you from your failed marriages and your failed health, when God saved you from death, when God helped you get out of a bad business and in a great one with Godly partners, when God helped you get out of debt, when God gave you a wonderful family, when God saved you from hell and gave you his Son Jesus Christ to save you from your sins even when you didn't deserve it, when God has done all these things make sure you do not forget the Lord."
 

You know what, at times I forget the Lord. At times I'm a very selfish person who keeps on going and going not realizing that EVERYTHING that I get, even my next breath, is from the Lord. If I were to go back to February of 1977 and fast forward to now and just reflect what the Lord has done for me I would just sit down and cry. I don't deserve what He has done for me but He has done so much more than I could have ever dreamed about. Why would I cry? Because of all the things Jesus has done for me, I still want more. Sometimes I come home from a trip and my 6 year old son Bryce asks me if I got him anything. I'll open my suitcase and give him a toy and then he is asking "Is there anything else Daddy?"
 

So how do you and I have a grateful, humble, repentant heart? First of all we need to 
 

SLOW DOWN!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 

Twenty years ago the fax machine was to help slow down the work week. All it did was speed it up. We then got to the internet, PDA Devices, Cell phones with text messaging and cameras built into them and on and on and on. Now our 40 hour week has turned into at least a 60 hour week with 100 hours of things built into it. When will this merry go round stop and how do we get off of it?
 

When we heard that our 4 year old Chase may have some autistic tendencies all of sudden our world came to a stop. Nothing else mattered. This is where the Lord wants us. He wants us to be totally dependent on him, not on ourselves. Maybe you have had some bad news lately, maybe it has to do with the health of a loved one or yourself, loss of a job or spouse or child. Now you know what it is like for things to slow down. You also know what it is like to focus again on the important things. The key question is:
 

How can we slow down without having something drastic happen in our lives?
 
1. First of all we need to know and accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of our lives. We can't have the supernatural power of His Holy Spirit working in us if we have not made that commitment to follow him.

 

2. We then need to pray. Pray that the Lord would open up our hearts and our eyes to the Glory He has for us.
 

3. Fellowship with other believers. It's amazing how other believers can lift you up in the power of the Lord.
 

4. Read God's word in the bible. It's never changing and the bible has so many truths and so many comforting passages.
 

5. BE THANKFUL not of what you think you want but of what you already have.
 

Remember not to get to comfortable in this life because this is not our real home, heaven is. If the luxuries of this life start to hinder your relationship with he Lord then get rid of those things. 
 

DON'T LET ANYTHING GET BETWEEN YOU AND THE LORD!
 

Slow down today and just think that your next breath is given to you by Jesus. When we can get back to the basics then we will understand not only who is in control but we will give thanks in all circumstances for what God has brought us through and continues to do for each and everyone of us. Don't forget to let a day go by without thanking Jesus for what He has done in your life.
Have a great week

Brad

