"Are You Saved?"
What if I asked you:
 

Have you come to the place in your spiritual life where you would know for certain that if you were to die today that you would go to heaven? DO YOU KNOW FOR SURE?
 

1 John 5:13 "I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life."
 

The bible's basic message is about how to inherit eternal life. There are stories of love, forgiveness, living a Godly life but when it comes down to your last breath, are you saved or are you not?
 

You may say, "We'll no one can know for sure." Yes you can.
 

Acts 16:31 "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved."
 

Sounds simple doesn't it? Jesus made it simple for us. He paid the penalty for OUR sins not His. He died on the cross and rose from the dead to conquer death so that whoever believes in Him will inherit eternal life. What does BELIEVE mean? Let’s start out by saying what "believe" is not. Believing upon Jesus is not an intellectual faith. This would mean that I believe in George Washington the same as Jesus. I believe that he lived and died but that he cannot do anything for me. Believing is also not a temporal faith. A temporal faith is praying to God for things like a health crisis, mid terms, trouble in a marriage or job or troubles with you finances. But when the crisis is over you revert back to thinking you are in control and forget about Jesus.
 

We are saved by a "Saving Faith." A saving faith is trusting in Jesus Christ ALONE for your salvation. 
 

IF YOU ARE SAVED, then there has to be a time in your life that you confessed your sins, asked forgiveness from Jesus, acknowledged who Jesus was and what he did on the cross and that he rose from the dead to pay the penalty for your sins. You then had to make a conscious decision to turn from the ways you used to live to the Godly ways of Jesus. If you cannot think back to a particular time in your life when you made that decision then chances are YOU ARE NOT SAVED, and if you were to die now you would be in hell for eternity. Shouldn't today be the day? 
 

Romans 3:23 "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 
 

We are all sinners no matter how good we try to act. Since God doesn't allow sin in heaven we have a huge problem. That is why we desperately need Jesus. He is the ONLY way to heaven.
 

Putting money in the offering plate, going to church, being baptized, giving to the poor, being kind to others and reading the bible WILL NOT GET YOU INTO HEAVEN. All it takes is a faith in Jesus and Jesus alone.
 

I made that decision November 29, 1992 to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of my life. Up until then I had never heard the Gospel message. That means we should be sharing with as many people as we know. Today it could be your last day here on earth or your friends last day. Wouldn't it be a shame if you missed an opportunity to give someone the best gift possible, Eternal Life through a belief in Jesus Christ.
 

I have a friend who was a Navy Seal in Vietnam and had killed many people. He said that he had done things that the Lord could never forgive him for. That is what the evil one would like you to think. Jesus WILL forgive all sin when you come to him with a repentant heart.
 

Hebrews 8:12 "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."
 

The slate will be wiped clean. You and I may forgive, but it is tough to forget. Jesus says that he will remember then no more. It's over, completely wiped clean no matter what you have done when you confess to Jesus your sins.
 

Today search your heart and make sure that you have made that decision to accept Jesus. If you haven't done so, what are you waiting for? Don't let pride and the things of this world keep you from turning your life over to Jesus, the protector and sustainer of our faith. 
Have a great week

Brad

